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lIy S'll\'NI.]~Y 1?IIANK 

and P eU TI. Sll1"YN 

Wha t happe n s whe n 8000 r e ­
porte r s march out and 8000 girls 
march in? iVIasculine growls in 
the c ity r oom prove that the an­
cie nt prejudice s till s tands-but 
on a weakenin g foundation. 

HE ma nagement of t he Shelby. North Caro­
lina, D a ily Star , having been given proper pause 
by t he pitfa lls lurk ing in N ew Yor k to ens na re a 

Sout hern belle fresh ou t of co llege, fina lly decided t he 
cause of journa lism had to be se r ved by sending Miss 
Catherine Bailey, t he new sports ed itor, to report t he 
W orld Series last Odober . M iss Ba iley was given a n 
expense accoun t, a n admoni t ion to d o good a nd a wa rn­
ing aga inst wolves, whereupon the ma nagement 
poin ted her nort hwa rd a nd sa t back to a wa it its lady 
expert's in ter pretat ion of baseba ll a nd t he queer cus­
to ms o f the natives. 

A c rowd of 68,676, including S helby 's cha mpionship 
Junior Legion tea m, presently saw the first series 
game, b u t M iss Ba iley sen t her paper no d ispatch . 
The following day, M orton a nd Wa lker Cooper, the 
Card ina ls' brother batte ry, defeated t he Ya nkees a 
few hours a fter t hey had learned of their father 's 
death , a dra ma tic s itua tion supposedly made to order 
for t he tender touch of a lady chronicler . S t ill no word 
from Ba iley. 

H olt Mc Pherson, ma naging edi tor of t he Star , be­
gan to t hin k of t he severa l Ca tes, some worse t ha n 
death , t hat might have befa llen his representative, 
a nd got on t he long-d i. .... tance te lephone. After severa l 
hours, he fina lly loca ted M iss Ba iJey with unm istaka ble 
sounds of r evelry in t he background. Wit h the charm 
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Columnis t Doro t h y Thompson n ever as ked fa vors o f 
m u le r iva ls w h en s h e was a n a ce E u ropea n corres ponde nt. 

ASSOC IATIO:-<, 

I sh bel Ross was o ne of the best 
r e p o rt e r s New Yo r k e ve r s aw . 

a nd courtesy cha racteristic of t he old South, McPher­
son asked what t he hell , what a bou t t he stories. 

" Why, Mister M ac," M iss Ba iley said coyly, " t he re 
hasn' t a t hing happened wort h wri t ing a bou t." 

M r . Mac's reac t ion was iden tica l to that oC J oe 
C room, ed itor of t he Okmulgee, Oklahoma , Da ily 
Times, the busy nigh t he d iscovered his a ll -g irl staff 
d ra ped over the o ffice windows a nd listening dream ily 
to a se renad ing sextet of town ga lla nts . He made 
feeble , flutte ring passes at the a ir and mumbled word­
lessly to h imself. This series of re lated gestures is 
pract ica lly a ri t.ua l performed at least once a d ay in 
every newspaper s hop t hroughou t t he coun t ry. The 
wa r has crumbled o ld, formida ble ba rriers aga ins t 
women in the newspaper business, thereby confirming 
t he morbid s us picions of edi tors t hat it is not ma n's 
destiny t o he ha ppy . 

Editor & Publis her estimates that m ore t ha n 8000 
men reporters have gone into the a rmed forces in t he 
last t wo years, a nd t hey have been replaced almost 
en t irely by wo men. This figure d oes not include t hou­
sands of new copy boys, some of whom ha ve lovely 
legs a nd wear peeka boo blouses. Dozens of s ma ll 
d a ilies a nd weeklies are sta ffed by fema les exclusively; 
a ma le a ddi t ion to a paper has become s uch a ra rity 
tha t Ed itor & Publisher ra n , in October, the following 
headline : MAN J O INS STAFF. 

Wo men have invad ed such hithert o inviolate mas­
culine prec incts on news pa pers as fina nce, politics, 
sport.s a nd the pol ice beat. P aper d olls a re read ing 
copy, working on the rewrite d esk, ta king p ic tures. 
They a re covering r iots, c rimes of purp le passion , t ra in 
wrecks, fires a nd s u icid es withou t s wooning. M uch to 
t he astonjshmen t of the m isogynis ts who work along­
s ide t hem , the pa per a lways appea rs o n t ime, it. is 
reasona bly free o f e rrors a nd there has not ye t been 
a d e luge of libe l suits or indig na nt readers ca nceling 
t.he ir subscript.ions. 

So me excellent reporting is be ing d one by wo men 
a nd some s isters in t he lodge a re exe rcis ing t heir righ t 
to ask scatte r bra ined quest ions a nd to go na t ive wit h 
u nprofessiona l behavior t ha t is e mbarrassing to col­
leagues on t he same ass ign ment . All things consid ered, 
the recommendations in favor of news paperwomen 
out weigh t he objections aga inst t hem , but t he a ncien t 
p rejudice s till holds firm. Ma naging a nd c ity editors 
are s u ffe r ing the d a mes u nd er protest; chiva lry im pels 
them t.o t hrow the ladies a few words of good cheer 
and encourage ment , bu t ca ndor compels mos t. ed itors 
to ad mi t t hey will take a dumb man of erra t ic socia l 
ha bits over a sma rt. ga l every t ime. 

T he bill of pa rt icula rs aga inst women reporte rs is 
summed up by Wa lte r L iste r, ma na ging editor of the 
Philad elphia Record. ( Cotl.t.itu lCd o n Puge 93' 

Jo,." 
PIiOTo-ASSOCIA TBS 

T ypica l COI)Y d esk today. The s ki r t ed re po rte r a t th e Jeft ch ats soc ia bl y be t ween pu ffs 
while two fe m a le copyread ers s t ruggle witb d ispa t ch es a nd a copy g'ir! d oes h er best. 



PAPER DOLLS 

"Sloppiness is the one word t.hat. covers 
I everything," Lis t.er says. "Too many (a) 

can't spe ll , (b) d on 't ask the right ques­
t Lions, (e ) lack imagina tio n , (d ) won 't. get 
• specifi c infdrmatio n . ]11 short, t.he gals 

are inclined to misfire on j ust the points 
you would expect 8. wom a n's neat, pre­
cise, accurat.e touch to supplement the 
work of the supposedly car eless ma le. 
You hear so much about the wonderful 
women secretaries wi t hout whom the 
captains of indus t.ry simply would be lost . 
These office wives keep the great ma n 's 
checkbook, r emind him of the due d a te 
on the billion-dolla r contract, buy off t.he 
chorus girls, correct his grammar, and so 
on . I don 't know why we d on ' t get some 
of these wonders in the newspaper busi­
ness. M aybe the whole t hing is a myth." 

These cri t.icisms a re subject to the 
usua l sweeping exceptions a nd . fra nkly. 
are colored by the intransigent prejudice 
veteran newspaper guys hold agains t 
d a mes. W a lter Bodin, city editor of the 
Oakland Tribune, swears his beefs con­
cerning the attitude a nd ma nne ris ms of 
wome n a re a bla nket indictment of t he 
wrecker sex. 

"No ma tter how able they a re. a ll a re 
given to chattering a mong t hemselves 
a nd wi th personable ma le staffmen ," 
Hodin broodR. " They are coy a nd warm 
by turns; they clutter a nd ciatLer end­
lessly. Every a fternoon , j ust a fter the 
home-edition d ead line , the local room 
presents t he s ight a nd sound of a meet­
ing of neurotic clubwomen. The atmos­
phere demora li zes the men . 1 have to 
restrain myselI violently from installing 
a samova r and serving tea a nd ladyfin ­
gers at three o'clock. But all I can do is 
hum God Bless America as tears splash 
into my highba ll , a nd pray fervently for 
the end of this godless wa r . Just to ma ke 
sure 1 a m not becoming insen~ iti ve to 
feminine allure, I asked J oe S herida n, 
c ity editor of the San J. ... ra nc isco D a ily 
News, how he fe lt about it. H e looked 
at me through pain-stricken eyes and 
mumbled , 'This must be the penalty 1 
a m paying for the crimes of my youth ... • 

The most common complaint from 
editors is that the ladies are as irrespon­
sible as a n a morous monkey a nd h ave 
absolu tely no sense of the urgency of hot 
news. One young la dy-a competent 
ha nd on the rewrite desk of the New 
York P ost - ch ecked in a h all hour late 
one crowded morning a nd was pretty 
noncha la nt about it. 

"1 used a new leg ma ke-up for the 
first time," she explained c8Rua lly, "and 
it took me longer to put it on than I 
fi ed " gur . 

The Eternal Fenlinine 

This sa me rewrite girl is treasured at 
the Post for a crack s he inspired when 
Ed Flynn, the c ity editor , asked her to 
take a story over the phone. 

It was a long yarn a nd m eant using 
the headset gadget. 

" Aw, gee," she said petula ntly, "I jll.~t 
fixed my ha ir, a nd this will spoil it. " 

" I suppose," a desk ma n observed 
morosely, " we' ll have to go out and get 
ourselves ba ld lady rewri tes," 

Sometimes editors must have a nostal­
gic yearning for the classic excuses of­
fered by men who suffered a slight touch 
of amnesia regarding h ours of work and 
place of employment: The a larm clock 
didn't go off; a lo ng-lost cOll..un suddenly 
t urned up and promptly was seized by a 
mysterious tropical disease; bus service 
was disrupted by 8 dreadful accident a nd 
the .. in terests " cove red up a U trace of 
Sfime by burying the victims in quick­
lime ; " l have the grandfalher of all ha ng­
overs a nd I a m about to die," These 
evasions strike 8 familia r gong in bos'l'es 
who have used t he same dodge them­
selves, but the masculine mind is bafiled 

by a wom an's inability to di.~ssociate 
her~1f from the tri via of private life 
when there is work to be d one, 

The girls think n othin g of asking for 
time off to shop or go to the h a irdresser 
during the peak hours of the d ay's news. 
A ma n ca nnot comprehend why a woman 
neglects to report for work just becau!':e­
t he mean old laundry fa iled to reI urr a 
blouse which is the only t hing thAt will 
go with a n ensem ble the other girls in the 
office haven 't seen for two weeks. The 
girl who expla ins she is late because she 
couldn 't leave home unt il galoshes had 
been found to encase he r toeless s hoes is 
likely to give the boss the pitying look 
reserved for idiot children iI he asks why 
in the world she couldn 't wear a nother 
pa ir of sh oes, The incidence of one-day 
pneumortia rises sharply when boy friends 
a re h ome on furl ough . 

Beauty and the Beast 
• 

Carl K esler . of t he C hicago Daily 
N ews, winces when he recalls the time he 
sent one of his females to cover a con ven­
t ion of beau ty operators at a hotel. A few 
minutes a fter she le ft . a press agen t 
dropped into the office wi th a n idea for 
a story. K esler had the girl paged a t the 
hotel. 

" What iR it? " she d ema nded breath­
lessly. 

" A guy up here has a pretty good a ngle 
o n thnt con vent ion .. 

" For goodness' sakes!" t he girl gasped 
indigna ntly." I was scared to d eath when 
I heard the o ffice was calling. I thought 
something happened to my family . Don't 
ever (righten me like t his aga in ! .. 

Another bleat heard frequently from 
editors is that the ladies c reate bottle­
necks in office rout ine a nd impede t he 
promotion of deser ving men . Editors 
have to think twice before giving women 
late-night assignments a nd stories that 
invo lve t.oo much scr a mbling or hand-to­
ha nd fighting for news. Some public fig­
ures a re re luctant to confide in women or 
h ave any officia l t ruck with them . This 
attitude was expressed succinctly by 
Judge K enesaw M . Landis, th e commis­
sioner of baseball . at the last W orld 
Series, when Ruth R ober tson , p hotog­
rapher for Acme Newspictures. asked the 
old gent to s mile, please. 

"I never take orders from women ," 
the judge snapped. 

The result is that men who are eligible 
for the greater prestige a nd pay of the 
rewri te desk-the brain a nd ner ve cen ter 
of n news pa per - have to d o overt ime leg­
work on obscure, but indispensable, 
beats. The men grouse abou t lost oppor­
tunity, the women scream shrilly aga inst 
the d iscrimination t hai keeps t hem off 
exciting stories a nd, in t he con fus ion, the 
city editor has to step lively to avoid t he 
crossfire of fla ming temperam ents. 

The stra ngest aspect of the firm preju ­
dice against ladies of lhe preAA is that 
journa lism was a mong the first profes­
sions in America t.o accept women. who 
have found steady-and somet.im es lu­
crative-employ ment in it for more 
than a century . The pioneer was the 
fabuloll.<j Anne R oyaU, a n ignora nt, vin­
dictive shrew who once forced President 
J ohn Quincy Adams t.o give- her a n inter­
view by s itti ng on his clothes while he 
bathed in the Potomac. Anne made s uch 
a pest of herseU with gossip and invec­
tive that she was arrest.ed as a common 
scold in 1829. She was found guilty a nd 
fined ten d oUars, but escaped the duck­
ing stool because she was sixty years old . 
U nda unted, Anne in 1831 began to pub­
lish Pa ul Pry, a four-page paper devoted 
to violent a buse of public officials, mali­
cious scanda l a nd indiscriminate charges 
of corruption. which often were valid. 
Fi.ve years later, she brought out The 
Huntress, a less ran corous sheet. b ut 
lshbel R oss, the historian of the distaff 
side of journalism, observes " it a lways 
retained the flavor of her strong and ec­
centric personality." On O~tober 1, 1854, 



Ann e died penniless, a b itter a nd unre· 
constructed rebel throughout her eighty. 
five yea rs. 
• T he roost vivid pe rsona li ties in WOOl· 

en ·s journa li~m were t he W ood hull ~ is· 
ters, Victoria a nd T ennessee, who 
launched Woodhull a nd C la flin 's Weekly 
in 1870. Their paper was designed to at· 
tr act atten t ion by scanda l, shock a nd 
scurrility. Neither had the education or 
t.he socia l·consc iousness to run a news · 
paper, but they had two s mart ghosts in 
Col. J a mes H. Blood and Stephen P . An· 
drews. The sisters caused a sensation for 
a time; they invaded Wall Street, and 
Victoria was nominated for t he presi. 
d ency of t he U nited States by the Equal 
Rights Party. She fa iled to poll a single 
elector a l vote. By discussing in prin t 
s uc h taboos as free love and prosti tu. 
tion , the circulation of the Weekly rose 
to a healthy 20,000, but public opinion 
t. urned against t hem when they began to 
d emand $500 for withholding the private 
histories of prominent ladies of New 
York. The Weekly suspended publica· 
tion in 1872, but Victoria r evived it a 
few mont.hs later for t he express purpose 
of exposing the .affair between H enry 
Ward Beecher and Mrs. Theodore Til· 
ton. Anthony Comstock had Victoria 
put in jail, a nd , when she got out, 
tra pped her on a cha rge of sending ob· 
scene m atter thr ough the mails. Vic· 
toria beat t ha t ra p, too, a nd went to 
E ng la nd , .where she married John B id. 
duJph M a rtin , a banke r, a nd Tennessee 
becam e Lady Cook . Tennie died in 1923 
and left he r sister more than a ha ll mil· 
lion d olla rs. Victoria died in 1927 at the 
age of e ighty.nine . 

The first significant jobs of s tra igh t 
n ews re por ting we re done by the fa mous 
Nellie Bly, the d a ughter of a judge in 
Cochran' s Mills, P ennsylva nia . NelJje 's 
greatest feat was her round· t he·world 
t rip for Joseph Pulitzer in 1890. S he 
made it in seventy·t wo days, six hours 
a nd eleven minutes, beating the elapsed 
time of JuJes Verne's litera ry flight of 
fantasy by a week . EssentiaJJy a stun t 
reporter, Nellie impersonated beggars , 
lunatic", shop girls a nd Salvation Army 
l a~<.; ies to gather her material , which was 
enormous ly popular. 

Miss Hly 's com petence a nd c irc ula · 
tion appeal were the springboa rds which 

gave women accept~nce in the business 
as something more tha n necessary nui­
sances for ha ndling fashions , rccipe~, 
~ocicty new~ , advice to t he lovelorn and 
the ot he r triR~ on t hc women 's pages. 
Work ing re por ters, bot.h men lmd 
women , rCfognize spot·news assignments 
as the only hall mark of the genuine pro, 
and in the last hall cen t ury a distin· 
guished list of women have earned re· 
s peet as firs t ·c1ass craltsmen capable of 
covering a ny type of story s killfully a nd 
in telligently. 

Although Ishbe l Ross re tired from 
news pa per work more than a d ecade 
ago, her copy in the New York H erald 
T ribune still is remembered a nd ad · 
mired , a pre tty remarkable t ribute in a 
town where reputations have no more 
perma nency tha n y esterday 's paper. 
Mrs. C. A. Bonfils, whose ma terial was 
syndicated for many year s under her 
maiden nam e of Winifred Black, was 
famous as " Annie Laurie " in the San 
Francisco Examiner at t he t urn of the 
century. Another woman who was out­
standing in Chicago, Denver, San Fran· 
cisco a nd New Y or k was Nellie Revell. 
Tn recen t years, Dorothy Thompson, 
Anne O ' Ha re M cCormick a nd Ruth 
Finney h ave writ.ten pieces for the ages 
a nd , to give the list a once.over .lightly, 
other ex pert news pa permen in s kirts have 
been Lorena Hickok , Genevieve Forbes 
Herr ick , Marjorie Driscoll , G race Robin­
so n, H elen Worden , M a ureen M cK erna n , 
Emma Bugbee, lrene Kuhn and Julia 
H arpman , who married Westbrook Pegler . 

It s t.ill is true, however , t.hat in n orma l 
t imes it was very easy for a news paper 
to get along wi t hou t women on its re por­
toria l staff. The girls write well enough ; 
t hey have a de ft touch on d escriptive 
stories, huma n-in terest yarns and inter­
views-provided they don ' t gush over 
t he in ter viewee. Yet it is rar e to see a 
woman wr ite t he lead story on a news 
break of major impor tance. Most ed i. 
to rs believe women have a constit utional 
inability to gather up aU the loose ends 
of a complicated sto ry a nd weave t.hem 
in t.o a compac t, well · rounded piece. In 
winding up a nd ma king wi t h t he death. 
less prose, too many ladies forget the 
time· pro ved formu la of who-what· when­
where. why . how . Their sluff is apt to be 
another " Johns town Flood " e pic, which 



is H classic story of the newspape r busi. 
nes..:;, a nd may even be t rue . 

On t.he night of M ay 31, 1889-so t he 
s to ry goes- a n edi tor had no one in t he 
office but a cu b reporte r when the first 
fl as h of the catastrophe at Johnstown 
ca me over the wires. The edi tor im mcdi · 
atcly sent the cu b to J ohns town a nd 
rou ted out other mem bers of the sta ff, 
but by the ti me t hey could reach t he 
scene, a ll communica tio n was closed . For 
severa l days the cub was iso lated on t op 
o f the biggest s tory of the yea r. When 
Lhe telegraph wires fi nally w~re opc n~d , 
t he editor waited feverishly for t he c u b's 
d ispatch telling of the number of viet ims, 
the proper t.y d amage, health cond it i <>.~s 
in the d evastated a rea, plans for rchablh· 
t.ution a nd all othe r vita l inforllmtion. 
The s tuttering wires at last begH n to tap 
out t he eyewit.ness account t he entire 
country was a wniling breathlessly . The 
st o ry began : . 

.• Cod giL.:; upon H lone ly mounta tn top 
t.onight and looks d own upo n a dcsolnl~ 
J o hnstown " a nd went on from t.here , 
carry ing the read er through severa l 
hu ndred high. powered ad ject ives and 
ve rbs before getting d own t.o the s imple, 
a rresting facts. .. 

The ed itor bounced the followtng wire 
into the cub's teeth : " Fo rget flood . ]n­
te r view God . Rus h pict ures. " 

A few words in de fense of the girls 
shou ld be offered at this time. All the 
fa ults found wi t.h them can be applied t.o 
inexpe rienced men ; ed itors are prone to 
fo rget. that the major ity of the ir new pa· 
per dolls were secre taries, file cle rks, t.ele· 
p ho ne ope rato rs, receptionists o r copy 
girls a short t ime ngo. They have be€n 
thrown in to jobs demanding spec ia l tech· 
n ique a nd know. how without the ba:o:ic 
tra ining given men repor ters in nor mal 
t imes. Vete ra ns hlld to sen 'e a long ap· 
prenticeship of dreary leg work, Hnd 
t hey we re promoted ~ Iowly ns their 
kr.owledge of the c raft expnnded . The 
gi r ls have been plunged into the whirl· 
pool of news without t he brea king. in 
process that t eaches them how t.o keep 
thei r heads above water . 

-....... Ne wspaperwomen further a re la boring 
under strains men do not have to con· 

t.e nd WiLh . M fl ny /l rt' nlflrried a nd Home 
ha ve young children ; the re are how~e­
holds to maintain a nd , if husbands a r~ in 
t he se r vice, t.he re is a constant prl!ssure 
fo r money. U nde r t he circumstances, it 
is unde rstu nd a ble t.hnt women Rre un· 
Hble to di vorce t.hemselves from ouI Hid e 
in terests a nd obliga tions during work ing 
hours . 
. Sti~I , wo men ? re d oing good sound 
Jobs In fie lds en t ire ly n t::w t.o them . The 
C hicago Journal of Co mmerce has three 
girls covering t he in t. ri cate a nd mult.i­
~udinous Governm~n t agencies in Wash. 
IOgton . M ary H . Slllit h ha nd les the R eno 
d ivorce mill fo r t.he As.'JOCia ted Press all 
by hersel f. The A . P .'s aAAista nt market 
editor in C hi":HgO is Ch nrlott.e lngalls, 
who waH a sWl tchboll rd operator befort' 
tlw wll r d ecimated lhe s tHIf. A t leas t. 
twent.y Southe rn pupers claim the fir~t. 
Indy spo r ~s edit.o r in hiHtory. 

A genume precedent s lllaHher is Ade­
la ide Lea vy, o ne o f I he first g irl phot.og­
raphers 10 make good in New Y ork o n 11 

major pH pe r o r picture serv ice. Hoberl 
P . DonTIflll , g~ lle rH I m nnager of Acme 
N~w8piduf('~' &lYS t wC' nly.nine-yen r. o ld 
MISS Lenvy IS the only wo ma n he ever 
lu~.s known who C:'l n t llke a ny spot p icture 
with t he lls.~lIr<l n CC that it wi ll come ou t 
all righ t.. Miss LeH vy is nn at tnlctive red­
he~, d w ho mll~e~ a point of dces.'3ing in t he 
1H:~ lght. of femlllllle fushion, a lthough she 
wea~ 81ncks '~' hen she knows a job will 
req UIre kneeling And cl imbing. News 
phologrn~hers usually a re given a ~t ren­
lIOUS pUl'lhlllg around fro m the a u thori t ies 
wht:n I hey Hti.empt t.o t.nke action sho t.s 
of Hcc icl ents, I:I rrt:~ts , fires Hnd s uch, but. 
M iss Leavy was given a regu lation rain. 
coat. Hnd h elmet by a solicitous. fi reman 
when she took a s hot of R t heat.er fire 
(rom the wate r- flooded balcony. The 
firf'mnn sa id she'd ~po il he r pretty blllck­
a nd .whi te·ginghnm d ress if she wen t. 
in t.o the theater unprotected . 

It pains die·hard newshou.nds to ad · 
mi t it, b ut the newspllpers wouJd have 
been in a n a wfuJ jam in the last t wo 
years if women had not been ready , wilJ · 
ing a nd sometimes a ble to s tep in to va· 
ca ncies on staft's de ple ted by t.he dra ft . 
The Associated Press , for example. bad 
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six girl reporters before Pearl Ha rbor ; it 
now has s iJC ty . fi ve in its ninety-four bu­
reaus. The United Press hafol a pproxi­
mately 100 girls, or 20 per cent of t he 
staff, scattered a mong its s ixty-one bu­
reaus . 

Those m e n wa it ing fo r t he d ay former 
co lleagues a re mustered out of the ser vice 
a nd a ll t he Joha nna-come-Iatelys are 
pitched ou t o n t he ir p in k ea rs a rc whis ­
tling up a blind a lley. The g irls have got 
t he ir teeth in to t he b usiness a nd will not 
be dislodged easily. 

" The last two years ha ve taught me 
to g ive m ore considera tion to H wom a n 
app lican t for a job tha n I did before t he 
war ," says L . L . E ngelking, c ity editor 
of the New York He ra ld T ribune. 
.. W ome n rrequenlly a re a lot more di ffi ­
cult to ha ndle tha n m e n, bu t I can 't 
kick. I migh t have a squaw k," he adds 
t.ho ug htfully, .• if J Im d a st.a lT t.hnt wns 
t.wo-t.hirds fc m HIt.! . I 'm a to lc nmt m n n , 
b u t t hat wo u ld be too much ." 

D eep d o wn in t he ir hard hea r ts, most 
edi to rs vib rate o n the sa me wave le ngth 
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with Harry Nason. former managing ed­
itor of the New Y ork P ost. the first t.ime 
he saw Sylvia P or ter , now tha t paper's 
financ ial editor, wearing her Phi B eta 
Kappa key. 

I t w as a minia ture key. the smallest 
made , but it was, ne verthe less, recogni:t:­
a ble as t he badge of intellect. 

Nason g ra bbed M iss Porter by the arm 
a nd gla red at. t he key . .. Dames around a 
news paper o ffice a re bad e no ugh," he 
yelped , .. bu t s ma rt da mes a re going to 
kill me Hnd the business. " 
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