


By ALFRED G. ARONOWITZ 

• • 

MUSIC'S GOLD BUGS: THE BEATLES 
T/i p,l} CIII/ ' f !,('(f d IIIlIsic. IIIPir beat is corny 
and f" pi!' wices are la i llt, bill fiJl/(Jlal/d's slia(J(Jy-maned 
e.J'porls manafF' to (lip Ifi(Js all t lcO continents, 

Br ian Sommerville is a b.1lding 32-
year-old Londoner .... hose Ja .... 

juts ou t like Ihe southeast corner of 
England \\ hen he thinks he is about to 
saysomcthingimportant. AI Kennedy 
International Airport in New York 
lasl February 7. Sommcnillc's jay, 
.... as projecting so far he .... as almost 
unable to open his mouth to Spc<ll... 
A thousand l>C rcaming tecn-OIgcrs \~c rc 
t rying to .... rigsle toward a thin Ilhlte 
line of a nylon rope thai had been 
stretched across Ihe terminal building 
lobby. Thrcc thousand morc "crc 
screaming from behind bulging mewl 
r3ilings atop Ihe roof. '" here they .... ere 
the guestS of New Yorl.. disc jockeys. 
"ho had invited them to lake the da) 
ofT from school. 

Ncxt 10 Sommenille a Ne .... York 
JOIlrt/u/·Amf'ri('(lI/ photogmphcr .... a!> 
lugging angrily at his arm, ~houting. 

" We bought an cxclusi\c SlOry and 
.... e can't even get a picturc of them 
looking at us-.... hat did \Ie pa) you 
money forT' At Sommerville's othcr 
arm a phalanx of British correspon­
dents .... as complaining thal lhe polICe 
.... ouldn·t lel them inlo the press room. 
There wasn' t spal."C left in the pres!> 
room anyway. and one of the cops 
tried 10 throw out a Capitol Records 
cxccuti\ e .... ho had arri\ed .... Ithout an 
identification badge. DISC jockeys 
equipped .... lIh tape recorders \\ere 
pointing C} lindrical microphollCS at 
the mob. Flashbulbs exploded. from 
the back of the lobby came \\ord tha t 
twO girls had fainted. Hcmmed in and 
harassed. Sommer\ille's J3'" signaled 
a pronouncc:menl. '"This:' he smd 
in the intonations of a mll ion that has 
been acc:ustomed to rullllg Ihe .... orld, 
"has gotten entirely out of control:' 
Sommer, ille is press offICer of a rocl ­
·n··roll group kno\\n as the Bc:HleS. 
T heir plane had Just landed. 

Amid a fanfare of screeches, there 
emerged four young Britons in Ed· 
wardi:tn four·b ulton SUitS. One "'as 
short and thick.lipped . Another "'as 
handsome and peach.fuzzed. A third 
had a heavy fatt and the hint of bud­
teeth. On the fourth, the remnants of 
adolescent pimples .... ere noticeable. 
Their names .... ere Ringo Starr, Paul 
McCartney, John Lennon and George 
Harrison, but they \\ere other .... isc in-

dist inguishable beneath their manes 
of mopli ke h:lir. 

After they "'erc ushered ;'110 the 
floodlit uproar of Ihe press room, 
Brian Sommcr"ille, acting as ma!.ler 
of ceremonie!>. !>tepped 10 a micro­
phone, again Ihrust oul his Ja", and 
addres~ the reporten., "Gentlemen . 
gentlemen. gentlemen," he s.1id, "II III 
you pleasc shul up!" T he fir,t ques­
lion from the American press .... a!> 
"00 )'ou belie\e In lunacy?" '" eah," 
anS\lered one of the Bcalles. "it's 
heal thy." All( ther rep .mer asked. 
"Would you I ease sing something?"" 
"No," replted anolller Beatie. ""'e 
need Oloney fir-I." Still another reo 
porter asked, "Du you hope to take 
anything home \Iilh )ou"?" "Yeah," 
a Beatlcrcplied. "Koc/..efellerCenter." 
At first. fe\l ('If the fl:rorters could 
remember \lhich !:Ie.nic was Ilhich. 
But by the end of thell 1\\Q-.... eek \Isit 
to America. each of them had become 
a di!>linct personality. Each of them, 
in fact. had become a star. 

R ingo is Ihe one Ihat some obscn­
ers hale compared to Harpo !\iaT\. 
He has bright blue e)cs that remind 
one of a chi ld looking through a 
\lindo ..... although he M'lllle timcs de­
liber.lIely crosses them as he SltS 
dumbl) at thc drums pla)ing his 
corny four-four be:IL " I h:lIc phonics," 
he 'ia)S \I ilh Ihe absolulism of some­
body \\ ho thinl s he can spot one a 
mllc a .... ay. " I can't stalld them." The 
mmt popular of the Beatlcs in Amer· 
ica. he e\ok~ parox)"snh of teen·age 
shriels cler) .... herc by a mere lurn of 
his head. a motion \I hlch ..end .. Ill'. 
brown !>panici hair 0) illS \\ hen he 
nlp~ h i ~ \lig, the kid .. nip Il.e.r,. 
"RI/J V \ GO' RIII \ \(,0 '" the luh 
call out. He .Icquir..."<l the nickn,lI11C 
because he \\ears 1\\0 ring-. on c;leh 
hand. Hc \lears different ring-, al 
different times, changing them like 
cuff hnks. " I ILle the gold onc<;," he 
sa)s. " T he fans send a lot <-f 51 her 
ones, too, bUI I send Ihem b;\cl." 
Then he adds, "00 )OU lnc\\ I hale 
2,761 rmgs?"" H IS fame has br.~Lghl 
Ringo other treasures, but he ~l1b 
not to hale forgotten \lhal i \\as 
lile to grow UJ' amid the grim) rO\l· 
house streets of LiH~rrool. 

He .... as born Richard Starkey. tre 

only son of a fa lher .... ho ",as a house 
painter and:1 mOlher \lho \las a h.1r­
maid. He ne\er finished ~hool. He 
\\as kept out by plcurisy and more 
than a dozen stomach operations. 
Also, II sccms, he nel er <;tarted grow· 
ing. Asked ho", tall he i~, he snaps 
back, "T",o fl.'Ct, ninc inehes!" Aetu· 
ally he is filc·fecl-sclen. "When I 
feci my head !>t:lrllng 10 s\lell," says 
John Lennon, " I just lool at RIIlj!o 
and I kno\l perfectl) .... ell "'e're nOt 
!>upcrmen." \\ ithout proper school­
ing. Ringo .... orked as an electrician's 
apprentice and at various odd jobs 
before turning to drumming, 

" When I \las sixteen, you kno\\," 
he S<I)S. " I usc to I\all on the road 
\lith Ihe resl of the lot and \\e'd hale 
all our drape CoalS on and \le'd hale 
a fe .... laughs .... ith the ri\al gangs and 
then I gOi the drums and the bloke 
ne'l door and I 11.01 a Job and \Ie 
slarted playing together and anothel 
bloke and me made a bass out of an 
old tea chest lind this \las about 1958, 
mind you, and \Ie played together 
and then .... e started plaYl1lg on 
dance<; and things, you knO\l, and 
\Ie look an Interest 10 It and \ll 
s topped goingoul and hanging around 
corners e\er) 11Ighl." 

These da),s stilllieciosc behind him. 
When an American reporter asked 
him if he li led fish and chips. he 
ans .... ered, '" <:S, I like fish and ChJps, 
but I like steak and chip<; better." 
One of his greatest moments \1;1<; 
\\hen the Bcatlcs pla)cd before 
Princess \1 argaret and the Queen 
\I other at Ihe Ro)al Comm:tnd Per­
formance in London la,1 No\ember 
" II .... as the first lime I eler felt 
Briti .. h." he sa) .... ""au kno\\, }OU 
f)C\er thinl about ro}alty, But the:­
Quc-cn \1 other, she was a lllce lady: 

He si ts \11th his drums behind the. 
group as Ihe other three perform. and 
he rarel) sings. although that is \lhat 
he \lould mOSI hke to do. Although, 
al 13, he IS the oldest of the Beatl~, 
he is at the bollom of \I hat SOCiolo­
gists \lould cull theIr peeling ordel 
" hen he JOined the group It already 
had a record COntract, and the un · 
... pelen feeling in the quartet is that 
Ringo \las hired by the other three. 
When thc) disagrcconan)' thlng. Ringo 



\ . "or/'; /JlII iN'"f(1(f (1"' 11 a /I'll t fa inl ,iTl f Q" rl/l} I rjed I f} If'i /I 11M rt /I (If tlP/II"t ;llg H"'tI~/I lit J,: p/t"""!1 A ir p/lrl. FIIHr/fi r'.~ ,..,111111",.,111"" 1/11110«1 lid Jt rltrrrNI III It'o 1"1'/(1 ki "'/ . . ,r 
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"THE QUEEN MOTHER," SAYS DRUMMER RINGO STARR, "SHE'S A NICE LADY." 

The Beetles 

is the last to get his \\3y. "You'd be no­
where:' Paul McCanncy sa~ to him in 
the ultimate squelch. "if it \>ocrcn'! for the 
rest of us:' 

The fans call llaul the handsome one. 
and he knoy,s il. The others in the group 
call Paul '"The Star:' He does most of 
the singing and most of the wiggling. 
trying \0 swing his hips after the fashion 
of Eh is Presley. onc of his boyhood idols. 
In the Il rit ish equivalent of high school, 
Paul was mostly in the upper ran ks scho­
lastically. unlike Ihe Olher Be:lIles. " He 
was like, you know, a goody-goody in 
school," remembers one of Paurs boy· 
hood friends . He also, as another fo rmer 
classmate remembers him. ",as a "Iubby 
lillIe kid" who 3\OIdcd girlish rejcctions 
by 3\oiding girls. 

He can afford to be much bolder now. 
AI a cocktail party in thc British emb.1SSY 
in WashinglOn. a twice-di ... orct:d noblc­
"oman put hcr arms around him. gazed 
longingly into his eyes and said. "Which 
one are you?" " Roger." he ans"ered. 
" Roger what?" she said. " Roger Mc­
Clusky the fifth." he ans"ered, and 
slithered out of her grasp. 

" Paul is the hardest onc to get to know, 
although that doesn't mean he's thc deep­
cst." says a friend , Whcn the 18-year-old 
English actress Jill Ha"orth ha? ~ 
privatc audicnce with l'aul I.n Mmrm 
Heach. it lasted only a few rmnutes. " 1 
JUSt cou ldn't find anything to t al~ to ~ im 
about," she later So'lid. " It was JUSt Im­
possible to gct started talking:' 

Paul. 'Who plays bass guitar. "cars th.e 
So'lmc tight pants that are part of the Uni­
form of thc Beatles. although he often 
distinguishes himself "ith a \cst. ··Paul." 
~~ one member of the troupe. "IS the 
only one of the boys who's had It go to 
his hcad:' Sometimes. talkmg With the 
other Bcatles. he finds himself using 
accents much more high-toned than the 
"orking-class slang of Li\erpool. "hcrc 
he grew up. When he docs. John Lennon 
mockingly minucs him. 

l>nul and John ha\e collaborated m 
writing more than 100 songs. including 
such hi ts as t lY(m( (0 Hold )'011' Hand 
and She Lores YOII." one of us re:tlly 
kno"s how to read or wrile music." 
SolyS Paul. "The way \\e \ ... ork it is like. 
"ejusl \\hist le. John \1 ill whistle at me. 
and I'll whistle back at him ." 

John doesn't sm ile when he sings. 
"That's because," ... ays Neil Aspinall. the 
22-year-old road manager who gr~w ~p 
in Livcrpool with the Beatlcs. "he s g1\­
ing )OU his soul:' He likes to wear sun­
glasses both indoors and out. as a sort 
of declaration of privacy. "John." S3)S 
Brian Epstein. the 29-)ear-old personal 
manager "ho discO\ered the Bealtes. "IS 
the most intellectual of the boys." Though 
he has a habit of falling asleep at odd 
moments. he is also the most IIltense and 
has a temper that reddens his face at thc 
slightest rub. At a cocktail party III the 
British embassy after the Beatles' Wash­
ington concert. John found himself be­
Sieged b) dignttaries. their "i\cs and girl 
friends all of "hom \\ere thrusting auto-• • 

graph books at hllll "ilh such officml 
commands as. " Look. sign thi ~ for my 
daughtcr! Cawn't think why shc likes 

.lIIlmllotl /firMIN' ;0;1(1 ,k('y. knfllrll (f.~ f(i IIYO ..... /(",. is tll(' olt/f'iI/ memon of tll(, U('al/rll. "t! ill (1/ / h(' hoI/om of tIIei, /N'rki H 0 order, 

you! Must be out of her mind." rinally 
John pushed away the pens. Forcing his 
\\3)' to thc bar. he ordered a drink and 
said. "These people are "orsc than the 
fans. These people ha\c no bloody man­
ners. No\\. the ambassa.dor. I liked him: 
"e talk the same language. But I "ouldn' t 
gi\e a thank you for hIS fflends ." At that 
moment. a young embass) oftkial ap­
proached John and said. "Come no\\ and 
do your Sluff:' John glared back . ''1'm 
not going back through that crowd- I 
want a drink." hesaid. '·Oh. )es you are." 
thc official said imperiously. Livid. John 
turned to Ringo and Solid. ''I'm getting 
out of here!" With II smile. Ringo PUt an 
arm on John's shoulder and said calmly. 
"Oh. come on, let's go and do our stuff 
and get it ovcr with." The "stuff" con­
sisted of drllwing n:lmcs out of (\ box in a 
charity rame. 

John began \\ith ideas of becoming a 
pamter. spending t"O years at the Li\cr­
pool Art Institute. He also Writes short 
stories and poems (see pages 40-421. a col­
lection of which. combined \\ith his 
sketches. is being published m London. 
One editor calls Lennon'S literar) efforts 
" British hip. a son of conglomcration 
of funny Le\\ is Carroll jabbef\\ocky \\ Ith 
a slight tinge of \\ illiam Burroughs's 
Naked LIllich and an almost Jo}txan 
"ord pia) ," 

When John first appeared on The Ed 
S,I!1il'all Sholl. a subtitle identifying him 
carried thc parenthetical message. "Sorry. 
girls. he 'S married," HIS \\Ife C)nthia 
is a quietly beautiful 21-)ear-old blonde 

whom he mct at the Lherpool Art Insti­
tute and whom the newspapers now call. 
to the Lennons' disgust. "Mrs. Beatie." 
When the Bea.tlcs tra,eled from Ne" 
York to Washington. she "orc a black 
wig 50 she could get through the cro"d. 
In Washington. she remained alone in 
her hotel room. In Miami Beach she sun­
bathed by herself. "E\er since the bo)S 
became famous." says Cynthia. "it's be­
come more and more difficult for me to 
sec John." They ha\e an infant son, 
John. "hOm the ne\\spapers call. again 
to their disgust. " Baby Beatie." When the 
Lcnnons ha\e business \isitors. Cynthia 
scnes tea and recedes into the back­
ground. "Women." says John. "should 
be obscene and not heard." 

John is the leader of the Beatles. "We 
/1(/1'(' no leader." he might argue "'"h 
some annoyance. "\Ve're a (1'(lm. y·kno\\. 
pull together and all thai ." As a matter of 
faci. cach Beatie has a veto on "hat the 
four of thcm do together. "But it's John 
"ho usually "ins out." 53Y'S one of their 
friends. "John is the hippest and the 
sharpest of Ihc lot. The) '\e all learned 
from him. E'en their humor. the \\a) 
the) 're al"ays scnding people up. the) 
got that from John." 

Just 22. George Harrison is the young­
cst of the Beatles. "He doe:.n·t ha'e the 
maturity of thc others. so he tends to 
play it a liule safe," sa)S a member of 
the troupe. "It's as jf he's the bab) of the 
famil)," Being the bab) of the family is 
a role to "hich George is accustomed. 
The son of a bus dri\cr he is the 

youngcst of four children. "George was 
nl"ays thc onc "ho tried to please," says 
his sistcr. Mrs. Louise Cald\\ell. the 
pretty platinum-blond" ife of an cngmeer 
"ho 11,(.'<; in the Mld"est. "When the fire 
needed more coal. he \\ould always say. 
·Mummy. I'll do " .kt me get the sho,el: 
Or "hcn "c'd be gomg to church. George 
\\ould polish cleryone's boots," 

George plays \cad gUitar for the Bc:ltlcs. 
often with a look of unconcern that seems 
to reflect a dcslre to be strumming else­
\\hcrc. "Well," he says. "the songs that 
Paul and John "r,te. they're all right. 
but thcy' re not the greatest." 

HIS boyhood idols "ere guitarists 
Chet Atkins and Duane Eddy. although 
he recently discovered Andres $ego'ia. 
He listens on the radio to othcr pop 
arllsts from the start of his day. "hich 
often begins "hen road manager Aspinall 
drags the boys OUI of bed at \0 :30 to keep 
some 10 A.\i. date. He keeps a transistor 
radio m his hand, (.',en dUring conversa­
tions. He adjUSts the \'o\ume according 
to his interest in ",hal is bemg said. 

"You ha'e to be \ery careful of \\hat 
you say to George." says disc Jockey 
Murra) (The: " l Kaufman of (.'\\ York's 
\\ INS. "ho glad,handed the Beallcs 
"'hen the) slepped off the plane in Ne" 
Yor\... and ",ho .... 'Us George's roommate 
\\ hen the Ik3llcs tra'eled to ' 1lami Beach. 
"You hal(.' to be sure that e\el'} "ord 
means "hat you ",ani it to mean. He 
takes ",hat )"OU sa) ,cry Illcrall)." 

"GeorlC. as a mailer of facl." says 
manager Brian Ep-aem. ",s the only one 
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RINGO SPOTTED A GIRL SINGER AND 
YANKED HER INTO AN ELEVATOR. 

The Beatles 

who asks qucstions. He's the on ly one 
who lakes an active interest in the busi­
ness aspect of the Bealles. He wants to 
know how I book them, how the discs 
arc dis tributed , and everything that has 
to do with the fi nancial .... orkings:· 

George's ambition. he says, is to reti re 
with "a whacking great pile of money," 
He reca lls that in the carly days of the 
group in Liverpool, "we got wnal wou ld 
work out to IwO dollars a night apiece­
and all the soda we could drink. We 
drank until that stuff came out our cars 
to make sure we gOi OUf money's ,""orlh," 

Linle more than 5i" months ago one 
of his major desires was to own a racing 
car. He now owns a Jaguar. Although by 
no means the quietcst of the Beatles, 
because none of them really is quiet, 
George remains the least prominent. At 
a press conference for fan magazines in 
New York's Plaza Hotel. a young woman 
asked. "Mr. Starr is known for his rings. 
Mr. McCartney. obviously for his looks. 
and Mr. Lennon for his wife. What about 
you, Mr. Harrison?" George swallowed a 
bite of a chicken sandwich, nuttered his 
long eyelashes in the same manner that 
Paul o ften docs and answered. "As long 
as I get an equal share of the money. 1"m 
willing to stay anonymous." 

These arc the Beatles. the four young 
men who brought with them to America 
a phenomenon known as Beatlemania. 
So far, Beatleman ia has traveled mer tw O 
continents. In Stockholm the arrhal of 
the Beatles was greeted with teen-age riots. 

In Pa risanothercongregation held screech­
ing services at the ai rport and the Beatles' 
performances at the Olympia Theater 
were sold out for three weeks. In the 
Beatlcs' native Liverpool 60 youngsters 
collapsed from exposure after standing 
all night in a mile-long line of 12.000 
waiting to buy tickets to the Belules' 
performance. When a foreman shut off 
the radio in the middle of a Bcatles record 
at a textile mill in Lancashire, 200 girls 
went out on strike. 

While the Beatles toured the United 
States, three of their singles were in the 
top six and their albums ranked one and 
twO in the record popularity cha rts. 
Beatie wigs were selling at threc dollars 
apiece. high-school boys were combi ng 
their forelocks forward and hairdressers 
were advertising Beatie cuts for women. 
Beatie hats. T-Shirts, cookies, eggcups, 
icc cream. dolls, beach shirts, turt leneck 
pullovers. nighties, socks and iridescent 
blue-and-green collarless suits were on 
the market, and a BeatIe motor scooter 
for children and a Beatlemobile for adults 
were being readied for production. Amer­
ican bartenders were confounded by a 
sudden deluge of orders for Scotch and 
Coke, the Beatles' favorite drink. " I 
think everyone has gone daft," says John. 
Adds Ringo, " Anytime you spell beetle 
with an 'a' in it, we get the money." In 
1964, BeatIe-licensed products stand to 
gross $50 million in America alone. As 
fo r the Beatles, their \OIaI1964 income is 
expected to reach SI4 million. 

It all began in Lh erpool. a smog-aired, 
dockfron t city that overlooks the Mersey 

River. When the BeatlCS first put their 
brows togethereight years ago, there were 
an estimated 100 rock-'n'-roll groups in 
the city. Today Liverpool is the pop mu­
sic capital of the Brit ish isles, and what 
newspapers have come to call "The Mer­
sey Sound" dominates the English hit 
parade. " Do you want to know what the 
Mersey sound is?" says one American 
critic ... It·s 1956 American rock bouncing 
back at us." 

In the beginning the group was called 
the Quarrymen Skiffie Group, then the 
Moondogs and then the Moonshiners. 
John, Paul and George were in the original 
group: Ringo Starr joined in 1%2. Hired 
in 1959 for ajob in Hamburg, Germany, 
the Beatles worked their way up 10 a 
wage of S25 a \~eck , and became one of 
the main attractions along the Reeper­
bahn, the main street of the city's red­
light district. 

Swinging in Liverpool 

"When Ihey got back to Li\erpool. 
that's when they really started to swing." 
says Neil Aspinall. It was then thai Brian 
Epstein discovered them. A delicately 
mannered young man ..... ho once wanted 
to be a dress designer, Epstein at the 
time was in charge of the television­
radio-records department of his father's 
department-store chain. When several 
customers began demanding Beatles rec­
ords, Epstein signed them up. got them 
a test wi th Dc<:ca Records, which Ihey 
flunked, and then brought them to Electric 
and Musical Industries Ltd. 

" They were impressive-i t was like 
strik ing oil," recalls an E.M.1. official. " I 
remember I gave them back their first 
tape and told them, ' If there's anything 
)'ou don't like, let me know: And George 
came right back and said, 'Well. I don't 
like your tie for a start ... · 

In short order the Beatles had four 

hits and teen-:tge mobs began following 
the Beatles throughout England. It wasn 't, 
ho\~e\er. until Illst October 13 that the 
Beatles becllme national heroes. On that 
night, they played London's Palladium 
lind sc\eral thousand fans mobbed them. 
They had to be rescued by police. "Well. 
there were no ass..1ssinations that day," 
recalls Brian Sommer\ ille. "There were 
no wars. no invasions, no great crises of 
state, and the Beatles were the only good 
story the Lcndon dailies had, so they 
gave it a big display," 

In the United States, Capi tol Records. 
which has first rights to any E. M.1. re­
lease, originally turned down the Beatlcs' 
records. As the craze grew it not only 
issued them but poured S50.OOO into a 
promotion campaign. "Sure there was a 
lot of hype," says Capitol vice president 
Voyle Gilmore. " But all the hype in the 
world isn't going to sell a bad product." 

Nevertheless, that hype helped stir the 
interest of thousands of fans who greeted 
the Beatles at Kennedy Airport. Many 
thousands more waited for them at New 
York's Plaza Hotel. O utside the hotel, 
stacked up against barrieades, the mob 
chanted, "We .... allllhe Belll/es! We .... alll 
Ihe Belllles!" According to one maid, the 
Bealles found three girls hiding in their 
bathtub. Dozens of others climbed the fire 
exit to the 12th-noor wing in which the 
BeatIe entourage had been ensconced. 
Still others, with the names and pocket· 
books of prominent families, checked in 
at the hotel and tried to get to the Bclltles 
via the elevalOrs. 

On the 12th floor the Beatles rested in 
their suite while the phones rang with re­
Quests for interviews and autographs. One 
call was from a man who wanted to pro­
duce Beatie ashtrays. Another was from 
a promoter in Hawaii who wanted to 
book the Beatles. 

Telegrams came in by the handful, and 
boxes loaded with fan mail. "We get 

Paul, (,'(>Orge. HiIlUo alld ./t)lm rehearse {or f.'d Sullil'all .~hrnT in .1fillmi BClich. III Florma. BeatleR ITent !/arklinu .. q'TIIJn inJlrirafe pool and t"isited Ilea tYlf:eigllf c/WflIP C""., 
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12,000 letters a day:' Ringo later said. 
"Yeah;' added John. "We're going to 
answer every one of them:' The rood 
managers, meanwhile, were busy signing 
the Beal1es' autographs for them, and the 
room-service waiters kepI bringing up (a­

bies loaded with Scotch. ice and bollies of 
Coke. Murray the K also came in. bring­
ing with him the Roncllcs, an American 
recording group of three exotic looking 
girls. "We met the Bcatles in Europe." 
one of them said, as if she were singing it. 

As the Bcallcs' stay at the Plaza ex­
tended, so did the throngs. Each lime the 
Bcatles left Ihe hotel, Ihe mobs .... ould 
break through police lines in a jumble of 
lost shoes, failing girls and Beatie sv.cal 
shirts. A deputy chief inspector of police 
accused the Benlles' press agents of bring­
ing in tcen·agers by Ihe busload. The 
Bealles, meanwhile, spent their time watch­
ing T V, dining at the "21" Club, sight­
seeing from their car, twisting OIt the 
Peppermint Lounge, and flirting "ith 
bunnies in the Playboy C lub. 

The remainder of the Beatlcs' tour of 
America was more of the SOIme. In WOIsh­
inglOn, to ..... hich the Beatlcs tra\c1ed 
aboard a private r1Iilroad car called The 
King George, 2.000 teen-age fans mobbed 
the locked metal satcs of Union Station. 
AI their concert in the Coliseum that 
night the Beatlcs were showered wilh 
flashbulbs, hair rollers, caramels and 
jelly beans, in some instances a bagful at 
a time. "M'God!" Ringo said afterward. 
"They hllrt. They felt just like hailstones." 

When they new to Miami, they "ere 
greeted at the airport by a chimpanzee, 
four bathing beauties, a four-mile-Jong 
traffic jam and 7,000 teen-agcrs, "ho shat­
tered 23 windo"s and a plate-glass door. 
The night-cnginccr of the plane wore a 
Beatie wig. As they were geuing off, the 
wife of the president of National Airlines 
COln'IC aboard with tWO teen-age girls, but 
was blocked bySornmervi!le, " ho stormed, 
"No, 110, l/1C1dtm. ! We cannot spend time 
giving autographs toemployees' families. " 
At the Dcauville Hotel, they "ere hustled 
into OIn elevator. Along the "ay Ringo 
recognized a girl singer and pulled her 
into the elevator. Later a reporter asked 
Ringo ..... ho she ..... OIS. "She's just a girl I 
know," he said. "What's her Jast name?" 
the reporter asked. " I don't know her 
Ihm "ell." Ringo ans"ered. 

In Miami BcOich the Beatlcs went 
yachting.. sWOlm in a private pool. posed 
for photographs on the beach "hile an 
elderly ,,"oman kept walking deliberately 
in front of Ihe cameraS, and then \i:.ited 
the training camp of Cassius Clay. 

At one point, Sommerville, beaming 
with gralilUdc, decided 10 thank the 
police sergeant in charb'C of the Bcatlcs' 
security dClail by offering him a compli­
ment. "Somebody told me," Sornmenille 
SOlid warmly, "I hat Miami Beach has the 
best police department IhOit money can 
buy." Upstairs in Sommenille's room 
John was busy answering the lelephone, 
"ilh the calls again coming, one after 
the other, from as far a"ay as Hawaii. 
" Hallooo:' he said. " Srian Slummerf'ICld 
here .... Yes luv .... Yes luv . ... 
No I GOb I 00 uv. . . . Y u\'. 

"The Bcatles flew back to England on 
February 21 10 male their first movie. 
When they stopped off at Kennedy Air­
POrt to ehanjIC planes for London, they 
again fo und several thousand tttn-agc 
fans screaming from the obscr\-ation roof 
after " a lling there for hours. Four girls 
COllapsed. When 1\ YO-aS all o\(:r, An'ICrica 
could relax- at least, unlll the Bcatks 
return this summer. TI-IE END 
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W-hat causes an international craze like the 
current Bcatlemania? 

Press agentry can only 5 .... ell a craze. To get one 
sianed you need 10 bring into fusion five vital in­
gredients. This is true whether the craze involves 
Davy Crockett, Liberace or Elvis Presley. 

Only three years ago it is doubtful that any 
observer of pop culture would have picked the 
Beatles to inspire madness on both sides of the 
Atlantic. In 1961 the Beatlcs affected a beatnik 
look. They wore black T-shins, black leather 
jackets, blue jeans and dishe .. eled hair. In one 
picture taken of them that year they scowled at 
the camera as good beatniks should. 

Then along came Brian Epstein, an aristocratic-­
looking young Englishman who ran a record shop 
and soon became their manager. First he made 
them scrub, comb their hair and get into civilized 
clothing. Then little by little, by a combination of 
hunch, luck and design, he began exploiting the 
five ingredien ts that will create a craze. 

First, the Bcatles needed a symbol that would 
make them stand out in people's minds, a symbol 
such as the coonskin cap that Wail Disney gave 
to his Davy Crockett c reation. For a symbol it 
was decided to exploit their already overlong 
hair. The Beatles let it grow longer and bushier, 
combed it forward-and then had it immac­
ulately trimmed. The result ""as not only eye­
catching but evocative. Such hairdos were com­
mon in the Middle Ages and the new coiffure 
suggested the ancient roOiS of England. 

A second ingredient neceSf03ry for a craze is to 
fill some important subconscious need of teen­
agers. Youngsters see themselves as a subjugated 
people constantly exposed to arbitrary edicts 
from adult authorities. The entertainment world 
has de .. eloped many strategies to offer young­
sters a sense of escape from adult domination. 
Television producers of chi ldren's shows some­
times make adult figures either stupid orvillainous, 
The press agents for some teen sta rs publicize 
the stars' defiance of their parents. Teen-age 
crooners relate with amiable condescension their 
support of their parents, 

Rock-'n'-roll music, of course, annoys most 
parents, which is one of the main reasons why 
millions of youngsters lo .. e it. But the Bcal1cs 
couldn't possibly hope to outdo Elvis Presley in 
appall ing parents. Instead of open opposition, 
the Beatles practice an amiable impudence and a 
generalized disrespect for just about e\erybody. 
They succeeded, happily, in getting themsehes 
denounced in some pretty high adult places. The 
Lord Privy Seal indicated his annoyance. And 
Field Marshal Lord Montgomery growled that 
the Army would take care of those mop-top hair­
cuts if the Beatles were e\er conscripted. 

But the Beatles-under Mr. Epstein's tute­
lage-also havc put stress on filling other subcon­
scious needs of teen-agers, As r~tyled, they are 
no longer roughnecks but rather lovable, almo~t 
cuddly, imps, With their collarless jackets and 
boyish grins, they have succeeded in bringing out 
the mothering instinct in many adolescent girls, 

The subconscious need that they fill most ex­
pertly is in taking adolescent girls clear out of 
this world. The youngsters in the darkened audi­
encescan let go all inhibitions in a quite primitive 
sense when the Beatles cut loose. They can re­
treat from rationality and individuality. Mob 
pathology takes over, and they are momentarily 
freed of all of civilization's restraints. 

The Beatles ha\e become peculiarly adept at 
giving girls this releasc, Their relaxed, confident 
manner, their wild appearancc, their whooping 
and jumping, their electrified rock- 'n '-roll pulsing 
out into the darkness makes the girls want to 
jump-and then scream. The morc susceptible 
soon faint or develop twitching hysteria, (One 
reason why Russia's totalitarian leaders frown 
on rock-'n'-roll and jazz is that these forms offer 
people release from controlled behavior.)j 

A third ingredient needed to get a eraze started­
as Brian Epstein obviously kncw-is an exci ting 
sense of freshness. In an informal poll conducted 
through my offspring, who are at high school 
and college, I find that the fact that the Beatles 
are somehow "different"-something new in the 
musical world-made the deepest impression , 
Teen-agers feel they are helping create something 
new that is peculiarly their own, And as my 15-
year-old expert (feminine) explained, "We ""ere 
kind of at a lag with popular singers:' 

The delivery, if not the music, is refreshingly 
different with the Seatlcs, Surliness is ou t, exu­
berance is in. Sloppiness is out, cleanliness is in. 
Self-pity is OUI, Whooping with joy is in, Pom­
posity is out, humor is in, 

A fourth ingredicni needed 10 keep a craze 
rolling once it shows signs of starti ng is a carry­
ing device, such as a theme song. The carrying 
device of the Beatles is found in their name, It 
playfully sugge.) ts beatnik, but it also suggests 
"beat"-and the beat is the most conspicuous 
feature of the Beatles' music. It is laid on heavily 
with both drums and bass guitar. When the 
screaming stans, the beat still gclS through. 

Finally, a craze Can succeed only if it meets the 
mood of the times, England, after centuries of 
cherishing the subdued, proper form of life, is 
bursting out of its inhibitions, There has been a 
growth of open sexuality, plain speaking and 
living it up, The Beatles came along at just the 
right time to help the bursti ng-out process, 

What is the future of the Beatie craze in Amer­
ica? A t this point it is hard to say, But the Beatlcs 
are so dependent upon their visual appeal that 
there is a question whether they can sustain the 
craze in their American territory from across the 
Atlantic, Another problem is that they are not 
really offensi .. e enough 10 grown-ups to inspire 
youngsters to cling to them. 

Frankly, if I "ere in the business or manufac­
turing mophead Beat lewigs, I would worry. Crazes 
lend to die a horribly abrupt death, It was nOI 
so long ago, after all, that a good many unwary 
businessmen got caught with warehouses full 
of coon skin cap~ when the Crockett craze stopped 
almost without warning, THE END 

For wild fiction by Bealle .John L e nnon, turn to page 40 
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