








rights. I do not think it is wholly political." But 
King is hard to corner on the question of whether 
President Kennedy or Go"'ernor Rockefeller has 
more appeal as a civil-rights advocate. 

"1 don't endorse candidates and will continue 
10 follow this policy," King said, but he added, " 1 
will go to the extent of telling people who ask my 
advice what 1 thin" the cand idates stand for," 

Even that could be an importa nt endorsement. 
During the 1960 campaign his father, the Rev. 
M. L. King Sr., publicly endorsed Jobn F. 
Kennedy for President because of the candidate's 
"call of concern" to young Doctor King's wife 
Coretta, while her husband was confined a t 
Georgia's Reidsville State Penitentiary. That 
call, and another by Bob Kennedy to a Georgia 
judge handling a traffic case against King, a re 
credited by many political observers wi th swing­
ing enough Negro votes to elect Kennedy. 

King's position in the rights movement un­
questionably is enhanced by the fact that he has 
the ea r of the PresideOl and, for that matter, of 
figures around the world. He knows African 
premiers better than he docs the influential whites 
in his own hometown-recently he could not re­
call the names of two of the most important 
churchmen in Atlanta, both of whom had 
lunched with him to talk race relations. Not only 
is he on speaking terms with many African lead­
ers; to an extent few white Americans appreciate, 
his name is known and revered throughout much 
of the world, 

During the Birmingham push, for example, a 
Peace Corps official visiting in Senegal was plied 
with questions about why America had put 
Martin Luther King in jail. And by now most of 
the world knows that he has been jailed 14 
times-as thi s is written. 

Jai l usually is the place where King catches up 
on his reading, but in Ihe Birmingham jail a few 
weeks ago he caught up on some writing. Seven 
leading Alabama churchmen , some of whom had 
staked their prestige and positions upon a mod­
erate solution in Birmingham, had openly crit­
icized hi s actions there. He ansv.ered them with a 
publicly released 9,OOO-word letter which his 
staff later dubbed Birmillgham Jail Treatise of 
Marl ill Luther King Jr. It was a telling document. 
More than ever it split him from the white mod­
erates of the South and suggested that Negroes 
v.ould plot their own course in the future. 

The moderates, he wrote, had "gravely dis­
appointed" him : .. , have almost reached the 
regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great 
stumbling block in the stride toward freedom is 
not the White Citizens Council-er or the Ku 
Klux Klanner, but the white moderate who is 
more devOied to 'order' than to justice; who pre­
fers a negati ve peace which is the absence of ten­
sion to a positive peace which is the presence of 
just ice; who constantly says, ' 1 agree with you in 
the goal you seck, but I can't agree with your 
methods of direct action' ; who paternalistically 
feel s that he can set the timetable fo r another 
man's freedom ... ," 

As for his own course, he said, he was the man 
in Ihe middle in the Negro community. He stood 
between " a force of complacency·' and "one of 
bitterness and hatred" exemplified by the Black 
Muslims, and he realized that he should have 
known that "few members of a race that has op­
pressed another race can understand or appre­
ciate the deep groans and passionate yearnings 
of those who ha ... e been oppressed ... ," 

More than a "treatise" it sounded like a dec­
laration of blac" independence in the civil-rights 
crises of the future . T HE END Cnsharen after stretch jail, King pray silently. 
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