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Pilgrims, it will be remembered, had
left the Mayflower and landed, 102
strong, on December 21, 1620. During
their first winter, disease and hardship
had reduced their number by one half —
to fifty-one men, women and children.
But by the end of their first summer
they had managed to create a little vil-
lage with seven private houses and four
public buildings; they were engaged in
a profitable beaver trade with the In-
dians, and their crops looked reason-
ably good. Here we will let Mourt’s Re-
lation pick up the story, just as it was
told to contemporary stay-at-homes in
England:

We set the last Spring some twentie Acres of
Indian Corne, and sowed some six Acres of
Barly and Pease, according to the manner
of the Indians, we manured our ground with
herings or rather Shadds, which we have in
great abundance, and take with great ease at
our doores. Our Corne [wheat] did prove well,
& God be praysed, we had a good increase of
Indian-Corne, and our Barly indifferent good,
but our Pease not worth the gathering. . . .

Our harvest being gotten in, our Governour
sent foure men on fowling, that so we might
after a more speciall manner rejoyce together;
they foure in one day killed as much fowle as
some ninetie men, whom for three days we
entertained and feasted, and they went out
and killed five Deere, which they brought to
the Plantation and bestowed on our Gover-
nour and upon the Captaine, and others. And
although it be not alwayes so plentifull, yet
by the goodnesse of God, we are so farre from
want, that we often wish you partakers of our

plentie. .

This, then, was the first Thanksgiv-
ing —a three-day picnic and sporting
event, with the emphasis on food, fun
and the "exercise of Armes.”” This last
was highly important, considering that
Massasoit’s ninety Indian braves could
probably have wiped out the little group
of Pilgrims then and there, if they had
felt like it. Undoubtedly the festivities
were held out of doors, for there were
no buildings in Plymouth that would
hold 141 people. And the large attend-
ance of Indians would indicate that
there was something there which at-
tracted them more strongly than deer
meat or eels. Could it be that on this
happy occasion the Pilgrims broke out
their precious supply of what they called
“comfortable warm water’ —that is,
Holland gin?

Perhaps it was the unexpected influx
of so many Indians on this occasion
that discouraged the residents of Plym-
outh from holding another autumnal
celebration until 1668, nearly half a cen-
tury after the first one. In the mean-
time, however, the idea of thanksgiving
“holy days” had taken strong hold in
the neighboring Puritan colony of Mas-
sachusetts Bay, which included Boston.
The first public Thanksgiving there took
place on July 8, 1630, but it had noth-
ing to do with harvests or feasting. There
was another in February, 1631, and a
third in October of the same year to cel-
ebrate the safe arrival of Governor Win-
throp’s wife and children from England.
The first Puritan Thanksgiving which
bears any apparent relation to our pres-
ent holiday was proclaimed in October,
1632, in honor of a bountiful harve:-t.
Thereafter, for fifty years or so, the
Massachusetts Bay colonists held a
Thanksgiving about every two years.
These holidays celebrated all kinds of
events beside the harvest —in 1632 the
Puritans gave thanks for Protestant vic-
tories in Germany, in 1637 for their own
triumphs over the Pequot Indians, and
in 1689 for the accession of William and
Mary in England.

The Puritans were more closely gov-
erned by their clergy than the early Pil-
grims, and their Thanksgiving, at least
officially, took on a more somber cast.
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The earliest known Thanksgiving proc-
lamation, dated at Charlestown, Mas-
sachusetts, in 1676, accurately reflects
the Puritan conception; it reads, in part,
as follows:

The holy God having by a long and Con-
tinued Series of his Afflictive dispensations in
and by the present Warr with the Heathen
Natives of this land, written and brought to
pass bitter things against his own Covenant
people in this wilderness, vet . . . having re-
membered his Footstool in the day of his sore
displeasure against us for our sins, with many
singular Intimations of his Fatherly Compas-
sion and regard: reserving many of our Towns
from Desolation Threatend, and attempted
by the Enemy. . . . It certainly bespeaks our
positive Thankfulness, when our Enemies are
in any measure disappointed or destroyed:
and fearing . . . we should be found an Insen-
sible people, as not standing before him with
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THANKSGIVING
SONNET

By Herbert Merrill

Let us be thankful for
unchanging things:
For green hills sleeping in a
skin of grass,
For spring returning with a flash
of wings,
For winter nights as clear as
window glass
Set in a frame of sky for
everyone
To see the silver stars. Let us
remember
Gladly the great promise of the
sun,
That walks a golden road in
gray November
And scatters brightness
everyvwhere to show,
Though winter comes, it will
not last always.
Let us rejoice in all the good we
know
That flows forever through our
nights and days,
Stemming its steady way from
God above—
A river broad as faith and deep as
love.
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Thdnkﬂgivin;., as well as L‘idlng him with our
Complaints in the time of pressing Afflictions:

The COUNCIL have thought meet to ap-
point and set apart the 29th day of . . . June
(1676), as a day of Solemn Thanksgiving and
praise to God for such his goodness and
Favour. . ..

Despite many similarly grave procla-
mations, however, the story of the first
jolly celebration at Plymouth persisted
everywhere and helped influence the
evolution of the typical New England
Thanksgiving, with its combination of
prayer and play, churchgoing and heavy
eating, and sentimental family reunions.
It became customary, on the eve of this
holiday, for at least three generations of
a family to gather at the farmhouse of
the family patriarch. Rising by candle-
light, the whole family would breakfast
heartily on fried chicken and then set
out for church, leaving the dinner meats
and poultry slowly roasting in the great
brick oven. The sermon, starting at nine,
often lasted until eleven, but by twelve
the group was home and ready for the
big event of the day.

Every respectable Thanksgiving din-
ner included turkey, beef, pork and pi-
geon pie, the latter being an indispensa-

(Continued on Page 142)
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ble holiday dish in colonial times. Every
year huge flocks of wild pigeons lighted
in the buckwheat fields, and the farmers
caught thousands of them in traps by
using a decoy bird. Fattened on grain,
they at last entered a Thanksgiving dish
which was celebrated by our ancestors
in a daring paraphrase of one of their
favorite hymns:

When I can read my title clear
1o mansions in the skies,

Pll bid farewell to every fear
And live on pigeon pies.

Side by side with these observances,
there grew up a tradition of sports and
gambling which clearly foreshadowed
the Thanksgiving football carnivals of
today. Thanksgiving eve was a great
time for village raffles. Each turkey,
goose or chicken left over from the holi-
day sales was ticketed with a certain
number of chances. A dice box, two dice,
and three throws per sixpence completed
the deal, and the high thrower took the
bird.

“The proprietor of the raffle . . . had
little tricks of his own,” writes a histo-
rian of the period. “Sometimes he loaded
up a turkey, fair to the eye but sinewy
in flesh, with many high-priced chances.
Geese, rotund in figure but rank and
fishy fromself-fattening on the minnows
of their natal pond, were another form
of his deceit: and he had a true Yankee
trick of . . . disposing of his toughest
fowls when the frenzy ran highest.”

Another sport was the live-turkey
shoot, which was held on Thanksgiving
morning, and was therefore severely
frowned upon by the clergy. The doomed
fowls were tied to blocks of wood called
““stools,” and the rule was that as long
as they could “stand up or fly a rod,”
the shooting must continue. The birds
offered by the promoter were often
elderly, with flesh of iron, and some-
times it took fifteen to twenty firings
to bring them down.

The American Revolution was a
great popularizer of Thanksgiving, for
soldiers from all parts of the country
came to New England and had a chance
to observe the holiday at first hand.
Not long after the Battle of Bunker
Hill, in 1775, the following order issued
from the headquarters of Gen. George
Washington, at Cambridge: *The
Honorable the Legislature of this Col-
ony having seen fit to set apart Thurs-
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day the 23d of November Instant, as a
day of public thanksgiving . . . The
General therefore commands that day
to be observed with all the Solemnity
directed by the Legislative Proclama-
tion.” Later in the war, after much
hard fighting, General Washington gave
his tired troops something specilic to
be grateful for. For Thanksygiving Day
in 1782, he announced, a gill of West
India rum and two shirts per man would
be distributed throughout the army.

One of the tastiest descriptions of an
old-time Thanksgiving dinner is con-
tained in a letter which a young Massa-
chusetts girl, Juliana Smith, wrote to
her cousin Betsy in 1779, while the
Revolution was on:

Of course we could have no Roast Beef.
None of us have tasted Beef this three years
back as it all must go to the Army, & too little
they get, poor fellows. But, Mayquittymaw’s
Hunters were able to get us a fine red Deer, so
that we had a good haynch of Venisson on
each table. These were balanced by huge
Chines of Roast Pork. Then there was one big
Roast Turkey & a Goose, & two big Pigeon
Pasties. . . . Neither Love nor Money could
buy Raisins, but our good red cherries dried
without the pits did almost as well, & happily
Uncle Simeon still had some spices in store. . . .
The Pumpkin Pies, Apple Tarts & big Indian
Puddings lacked for nothing save Appetite by
the time we had got around to them.

Of course we had no Wine . . . & indeed,
good Cider is a sufficient Substitute. There
was no Plumb Pudding, but a boiled Suet
Pudding, stirred thick with dried Plumbs &
Cherries answered the purpose. . .. There was
an abundance of good Vegetables of all the
old Sorts & one which I do not believe you
have yet seen. Uncle Simeon had imported
the Seede from England just before the War
began & only this Year was there enough for
Table use, It is called Sellery & you eat it
without cooking.

And so, in the midst of our war for
freedom, a new Thanksgiving delicacy
first appeared on American tables.

Being, by and large, an optimistic
people, Americans are perennially
grateful for something. That is, I think,
one of the principal reasons for the
growth and popularity of Thanksgiv-
ing Day. The Plymouth Pilgrims, as
we have seen, rejoiced over their big
crop of corn and their friendship with
the Indians. Their neighbors in Massa-
chusetts Bay and the Dutch colony of
New Netherland —now New York—
were just as thankful because they
were able to kill off the Indians as fast
as they found them.

(Continued on Page 114)
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**Oh, we haven’t gone home. We thought
you were preparing something to eat.”

——
THE SATURDAY EVENING POST




144

COMPA RE

us

THE NEW 3330

WITH ANY OTHER PEN
AT ANY PRICE!

ONLY

Jl

No Tax

NO BLOTTER NEEDED
Uses quick-drving ink
(writes dry) or regular
ink. Exclusively de-
signed.

ot S84

Patenled ink conlrol
under hood, keeps the
14 Karat gold point
moist —{lor instant
touch and flow!

VENUS \

Guaranteed by American Pencil Co.

—makers of famous Venus Pencils.

-A

’
ﬁ N N '-""-u

Give Him a

-

“1

Hhe Waorld s

Most POWERFUL
Most USEFUL
Most COMPLETE
Ililllll 1rlllll"l'.ilz
Evers man will be thrille
N \ | VISE-GRIP! For
' useful
1id Lo
& ":'l.
about the home, shop, lactory, larm an
7P \ dists to nlier action RN
_ ; WON'T
LA} Y | the work with
I' _\'-".'-. 1'.,.:“1.5' | Ii'l; AL ||'| ri I
ided teatures l‘\\ﬂil TE J\“.
'l l H"‘b[ even greater gripping, all
shapes h'\.l H[ ED J ’H"- III'H hold to
Ayl r 1 1) II'IIH Hf]%l i g .T_t I'f1'_l'|-.r"
Its. Opens easier from locked p
sition. Made nest al t . nickel
plated. Guaranteed.
With Cutter—7"", $2.25; 1077, $2.50. With-
out {.’urn-r—','”.il_nﬁ;|l'r", 2.25. If vowr
I F iliw" TH BT il il |'I ¥ .'.':hi.-' .‘I'-l'.'-j'u'r" "'l.,.p.'l
M Ppanees order,. Ll yOMFS O

FETEHSEH MFG. CO., Dept. 5-11, DeWitt, Nebr.

THE SATURDAY EVENING POST

(Continued from Page 142)

When President Washington, in
1789, defied Congressional protests and
proclaimed the first national Thanks-
giving Day, he suggested that Amer-
icans should be thankful for the adop-
tion of the new Constitution and the
successful conclusion of the war with
England. In his second proclamation
he mentioned the defeat of the Whisky
Rebels in Western Pennsylvania as an
event worth celebrating.

Other Presidents followed his ex-
ample. Madison cited the great victory
in the Battle of New Orleans. Lincoln,
as we have seen, expressed gratitude
that no foreign power had attacked the
United States while it was engaged in
civil war. Andrew Johnson’s four proc-
lamations stressed the end of the war
and the blessings of peace. Grant dis-
covered a new cause for " hearty
thanks’ in 1876 —the flood of immi-
gration by “people of every race”
which was then pouring into the coun-
try. His successor, Rutherford B.
Hayes, rejoiced that there had been
“"no disasters or ﬁhipwrecks upon our
coasts’” during the preceding vyear.
(Grover Cleveland was the first to refer
to the ""reunion of families’ and *'social
intercourse of friends” as a subject for
special thanksgiving.

Coming down to more recent times,
Vermont-born Calvin Coolidge summed
up the official attitude in four terse
sentences: "We have been a most fa-
vored people. Weought to bea most gen-
erous people. We have been a most
blessed people. We ought to be a most
thankful people.” Herbert Hoover, in
1929, mentioned ““new revelations of
scientific truth,” and stated, ‘“"The
fruits of industry have been of unex-
ampled quantity and value. Both cap-
ital and labor have enjoyed an excep-
tional prosperity.” This was rather
unfortunate, for the great Wall Street
crash was then in full swing.

No President since .Jefferson stirred
up so much Thanksgiving controversy
as Franklin D. Roosevelt. His early
proclamations contained some sharp

references to his political enemies— |
“*May we ask guidance in more surely
learning the ancient truth that greed
and selfishness and striving for undue
riches can never bring lasting happi-
ness or good”’ —and some high praise
for his own New Deal —** The future of
many generations of mankind will be
greatly guided by our acts in these
present years. We hew a new trail.”

Then, in 1939, Roosevelt announced
that he would set Th: anksgiving on the
third instead of the fourth Thursday
in November, a move which had been
advocated by some businessmen in
order to lengthen the Christmas shop-
ping season. This was not much of an
innovation when one remembers that
the day has jumped all over the calen-
dar in the last 300 years and has been
held in at least eight different months.
However, twenty-three of the states
refused to observe Roosevelt’s **New
Deal Thanksgiving.” Texas and Colo-
rado decided to have two Thanksgiv-
Ings.

Despite the uproar, F.D.R. stuck to
the third Thursday date in 1940 and
1941. But when he found that the
change did not seem to be helping the
department stores very much, he re-
turned, in 1942, to the fourth Thurs-
day. In the meantime, Congress had
passed a joint resolution officially teth-
ering Thanksgiving to the fourth
Thursday of each November. This
congressional action made Thanks-
giving a legal national holiday for the
first time, as all previous national ob-
servances had been held only at the
request and suggestion of the Pres-
ident.

Thus it came about that, 320 years
after the Pilgrims held the first one,
Thanksgiving finally achieved. full
legal status. By popular agreement it is
a day which is devoted neither to un-
broken solemnity nor outright com-
mercialism nor unbridled feasting and
funmaking, but to a rather pleasant
combination of all those things.

In that respect, it is our most typical
American holiday.

FIRST QUARREL

(Continued from Page 33)

warm, the potatoes hadn’t even started
to bake. She shrieked for Gil. He
showed her how to switch from the
empty gas cylinder to the full one; un-
fortunately, though, the full one hap-
pened to be empty too. So then he
showed her how to build a fire in the
wood stove. He explained, carefully
and explicitly, the care and fvm:lmg of
wood stoves.

There was no way in the world Laura
could have known these things without
having them explained. Nevertheless,
she resented having them explained.
She felt incompetent and ignorant and
futile, and the souvenirs of her horse-
back ride pained her deeply. Her
nerves drew tighter and tighter while
Gil talked about drafts and dampers,
and at last she burst out, “All right, all
right, you don’t have to be so darned
superior.

Gil blinked. **I'm not being superior.
['m just telling - i

“Well, cut 1t out. I'm not quite hali-
witted. You think just because I'm not
a born hillbilly —— Oh, get out of here
and let me alone!”

Gil withdrew slowly, looking baffled;
he was pretty ignorant about women.
Laura went into the pantry, weeping

' quietly, and began opening cans of beef

stew for supper. When Gil came back,

he had his father and Tim with him.
(Gil sat in a corner and brooded, and
Tim practiced blushing and hiding his
chin in his collar, and Mr. Mosely sat
in his rocking chair by the window and
kept turning his fierce old eyes from
Laura to the clock and back again.
Supper was half an hour late. The
stew had scorched a little and the bis-
cuits were pale yellow and rock hard;
the wretched oven had never got hot
enough to bake. It wasn’t fair, because
Laura could make very good biscuits
and it wasn’t her fault the gas stove
wouldn’t work. She thought Gil might
have explained that to his father, but
all GGil talked about was ranch affairs.
“"Dinner 18 served, gentlemen,” she
said in a cold, clear voice. **Go ahead
and eat. I'll be back in a minute.”
She stood at the end of the gallprv,
resting her throbbing head against the
corner post, and looked out across the
meadow. Beyond the hills, far in the
distance, a great white peak of the
Sierra llfted ﬂgamut the pale sky.
Beautiful. *"'This is the most hEdutlfu]
place you can imagine; it’s heavenly.”
Heavenly, yes. A place of unearthly
and exquisite beauty, but not real.
This alien, dreamlike world had not hlng
to do with her; it was a mirage into
which she had somehow been trans-
ported. With mirrors, probably. Her
being here was all a terrible mistake,
and someone ought to do something

about it. because she was Laura Hilton
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