


THE CLaSSIC BOOKS OF JlMERICJI 

nlrelyand lam nOI iure that 11I'ould 
beeorufort.biein apptyingit lo any or 
the authon I ahaJl p.-nlly meolion. 
itUi well enough to baV$lalen t.Amer­
ict.nlit.eralureianotmue.h more than 
II. hundred YflI'n old. It 18 only juu 
to remember thl't Engllgh literature 
... ·ould not be the rrmgnifit-ent mOllu­
meot 10 the t:nglish .pirit that it i. it 
you left out 01 it. \o.,.y nothing 01 
Gbaueo:or, ShllkOlllt'&nl and 1M gl'Mt 
poett and 1)1"OAOe writ.era oI1he -eveo­
teentheentury,thewholeollbeeight.­
eentb; if it had no POPII, no S"'ift, no 
Fieldin&,. no Doetor JObUlIOll and DO 
BoP-elI. 

Yet it Ui with II. book written in the 
e4lbleenth eenlllry that I propOee to 
begin. The bblori~olliteralurel!On­
tainfe .... uWbiOfTllPhie.;theyoonwn 
none more ooillilitentiy entertaining 
than that or &>njllmin ~'rallklill. It it 
written plainly, l1.li belltW!d iLllaulhtlt, 
but in pl_nl, Il&JIY English, ror 
. 'ranklin, lUI "'II know. had studied 
under gQOd 01$&1('''; .. lid it iI inlerst­
ill&" no~ only for it.. IUUTt.li'·e but for 
the vhid "lid eredible porlnit ... hieh 
the.uthorllMlueooededinpa.intingof 
himBcll. 

I ('IWno~ unde ... tand ... hy. ill Amer­
i .... f'"nklill iI ohen _pokeu of .. ith 
depreeilotioll. lticob,.;OlUdtathe .... 
1I0~. rom.llti<.~.t. fie ....... hre .. ·d .. nd 
indultriou.. lie ....... good bulill_ 
nllIlI. lie . ·Wled the good ot hill fello ... 
men. but • .•• too elea .... ight<!d to be 
dooeived uy lbem •• nd he used their 
fllilillg1l"'itb pll.'ky humor waehie\'e 
theendB,lIOrnelimfliIeIHlh,jj,;alrue. 
I;u~ .. often .ltruiltie. th.t be had in 
,'i_. lie Jikeod the good tbings of life, 
hut .-pled hard.lhlp with .. ~ty. 
lie bad cou""" and generosity. lie 
~hievedl[fNtlhinglforhi.eounlry, 
bi. 1I.Ie .nd the eily in "'bieh be 
d .. eI~. To my thinkinr he • as truly 
the t,'piall "meri~u ... Dol-tor Jobn-
100 i. lhe Iypiea.l t:ngli!ihmau, .Dd 
.'ben I uk my"" .'by it iI that hi. 
l'Ounlrymen .nI .pt 10 ffnidge him 
Iheirlym"'lhy,l~nonlythinkotone 
el\phllllltion, lie ..... enurely devoid of 
hokum. 

No ... letu,eomQ.'Lthoutfurtherd" 
lay to the nilleteenth eentul')'. The 
ouutanding Hrurel ate lIerman Mel­
\·me. W.h Whltmlln.nd Edgar All&n 
Poe •• nd if I "enl I'Oratrained to 
~ribe ~niu, to three Amenean .·rit­
en l.'ould unbelit.tincly .. eribe it to 
t'-. Dut I .. ill oot ,~k ot them 
yeL Whatl_nttotracein thilL.rtiele 
i, the emergt'ne. ot AmerWni.m in 
Arnerie.1I hter.ture, for lhatil.·hat 
ehi~y inte ... t.. me ,nd Ihould. I 
think. iutel'OltYDu; And 110 l ,haJI.t.­
teULp~ nD ehronological order. 

I nut.yadd,tolAvel1!petitiDn, that I 
ahall only II_k of boob whieh I think ,te. for one rN.IIOn or IUlOlhel'. emi­
lLf!fltlyl'l!&d.ble. Noonee.n.tfordoot 
10 read them: no eod.u~ted penoo ean 
fail to reeei"e botb pro6tand pll'Ullnl 
fromtbelrperu ..... 

l am bound to I!QIlf-. ho ... ever. that 
on l1!r8dingThe Sea.rlet Letterror my 
pr'II!IIentpu!'fi'Ol8theprofitandpieNUre 
I gainedwef1!of. limLt.ed eharaeter. I 
_noharminl,ultin"thi~intbeir 
proper pl_ and I mUll point out to 
YDulhatthehutfortyye .... luwe_n 
the rill8 in Americ. ot.t lllllllLl hlllt a 
doU'nmuchbettf:rnovelilt..lhanIJA.·­
thorne ever ..... It iI only prejudi(t! 

.nd lhefa.et that tbey are a!.ive and in 
ourmidu tbattau blind UI to it. Out 
The Scarlet !.etter iI • r.mO\JLl ro­
ma.nee ."d it W been .-d. I IUPp08fl. 
by every American ,,·hD Wret.d .. ny­
thing It Ill!. 

t'orIllY I>Rrt l fDundthoiutroouo­
tion. enti tled The Cu&tom HOUle. 
moreinterftting thAn the tale. It 11M 
ch.rol.lightoeu.nd humor. TbeHrst 
tbing you .. k ot .. nO"el ilIlhat you 
' hould belieVe it: if you feel in.tino­
lively that the ebaraeten do oot be­
have .. itbordinaryeoIDmOneenll8tbe 
,pellitbroken.odtbenovelilthuloat 
hill hold on you. 

No ... II .... thome.flarlyinhilLlI&JTIloo 
th·e . • · .. faced ,,·ith. diftleully; there 
_.ned no rN.IIOJl .'by l:lee:ter P'rynne. 
free 10 go .ny.'here, Ibould ha"e de­
cideod to rem.in i" the plaoo .. here the 
humiliation to .'hieh . be had been I!J(-

1'(WJed mit.do her life ilLioIerable;lInd he 
IIOlved i~ nAturally enDngh by .uggeet.­
in/t' th.t her ID\'e tor Arlhur Dimmea­
dlle .... 10 gn!at that abe preferred, 
IIOt ... itlutanding the attendant .ballle. 
to rem.in ... here be ..... But 1.1 ... -
tbome did not fa.ee • mueh greater 
diftleully, tor if be bad he could never 
u\'e ... ritlen the lIory be did; The 
raetlcllife"'l'ln! notunknDwnlOthe 
Puritan ..... h01n!re .. praetielll. .. they 
.'ere piOUI •• nd nD .tork brought the 
_byto.IIH1('r.'hODfl\'erooncei,·ed 
lhat,ueh .. neventw .. inprollpeet. lt 
iI inered.iW., tha~ I he lhould not have 
gone tollOmedilltant p1ICfl tobe_ 
cL'!! llydeliverOO of it. and if the lo,·er. 
could not b8r to be IeparatOO, .inee 
on • I.ter oee .. iDn Ihey had no dim­
eulty in .rranrinc to .. il bAck to 
!;urope~ther,itilbardtouoder­
,tand .. by they lIhould not 1I&\'e 
adopted ,ueb an Dbviouscoutllfl wben 
the~OI>W'''IODILlehmoreurgent. 
f'Dr all they Im_. Roger Chilling­
worth .... dead Ind. like Benjamin 
fo'nmklin .nth the rellpeetabie Mi. 
Head •• eentury liter. lhey l'Ould ha"e 
etJeoeled. • eommolL-I.w marriage. 

1I •• 'thoniedidnDt~thegih 
of crealing living eharae\er.; Hoger 
ChillitLJr1l'orth iB merely II bundle of 
mllli/l'nllneiM.not.hnm.nbeinl!',lnd 
lI .... teri.bnlllfinepieeeofllllluary. 
The Hev. Mr. I)inlmf!illdllie oomflllio 

life Dnly .. ben. !.he pair h.ving Hully 
dflcided on Hight, he it.nxiolUto koo .. 
thelJl1!Ci1lll tim.,at ... hieh the \'eue! on 
.·hieh they prop08flto .... il mlybeex­
Ilflelootodel>llr\., Heh/llloomllOlledhi. 
";leeliDn Sermoul"d is un.i1ling not to 
deliver it. That Us II nioo lIud hUmllil 
toueh. 

It iI IIOt, then, fDr ita ~tory that I 
... ould h.veYDu rllad The Searlet I.e'" 
Iet.nd, if you have done.o .Iready. 
tol'l!ed itapin, but for the impl'fllllllive 
quality ot illilyle. U.wthorne fonned 
hilL Ilyle on the grea~ .. riten of Ihe 
eifchteetlthClentury, Sueh .. phl'llllll"; 
" T bel1l.'''lneverinbi.hee.rt80mueh 
eruelty ... 'Duld ha\'e brushed the 
dDwn 011' I butterflY·I1riq." might ... ell 
ha\'e beeo "'ritten hy Sterne And he 
",oLlldh.vebeen~,,'ithit.H.\Ii'­
tiLomehadlldelioo.teearendgN4lt l kill 
iu the eonltructiDn of .n elaborate 
phJ'lUl(l,lIuoould .. rite.tlClLtenceh. lf . 
pagelong.rieh .. ithlu\.llidiarye!nulel. 
th.at .... reaonan\.,balanoodalldlucid . 
Ueoouldbe.plendid lndvllriou .. Iii. 
II ..... had the 80her opulence of • 
Oothie talMStry. butlOtelltrained .... 
hi. wte that it n.,ver beelwe torgid 
or mollDtonOUl. Hill metaphorl .. ere 
lignill~nt. h. aimiJea IP\" .nd hi. 
wlJrUlIfC'IHUingtohilmatter, 

i'aaruou. eome .nd go in li~ture 
.nd itmay .. eI1 be that the l'OughD('('k "roae ... hieh i. in '.,·Dr today ..nIl. in 
the fu ture, II*! it.. vogue, I t DUly be 
that readen .·ill uk for II mDre formal. 
• more dininguillhed way of "'riling: 
lIuthoflLthen..nllbegladtolearnfl'Om 
lIL1wlhDrneho ... tollUllllIfC'Ill!lenlenOO 
otmoL'!! than hlllf.do:ten ,,·ol'd •. hDW 
to eombinedignity .'ith lucidity. IIlId 
how, wi thDutpedanll')·. to pleue both 
the eye and the ea~. 

SiOOll U .... thorne belongs to .. b.t 
hilltorialll of literature call !.he Con­
cord School, of ...-hiI!b Emenoo .nd 
Thorean w_ dittingui.lhOO memben. 
thla_lltI.ftttingplaee tOlpMkof 
theln. The inte""t ot W.lden mil" 
depetK!DnthelaJlteofthereader,t'or 
my pari. I read it ... ithout boredDDI. 
but .. ithoutexhilaralion, I t ill the kind 
of work ... bieb need. In .uthor of. 
vigoroul,JQ/'IIOllulity.\\ith lbaekgroulld 
of.ilLgularllJfperiellceand. ,\Ore of 
out4-lh .... IY Learniq; but Thoreau 

..... m.not.8upineeha.racter.hilex­
peril,ll}(lll .... llJUTOw.andhilreadint:. 
though "",peetable. follo,,·oo • well­
troddenlNl th . Jdollotlhiukhe had 
theemotion.lfDrootomakehi leXjMlri­
mont ,'ery importaut. fi e ditoo,'ered 
lb.t if you limit your wllntl! YDU elln 
IILtilfy lham al ~mall expenllol. We 
knB .. th.t. 

"It oontributell greatly tow.rd •• 
m.II·' mDral.nd iotellectual hea.llh," 
"Yll II ... thome, "to be broughtinlD 
h.bit..ofeomparuooship'lrithindhid­
uallunlikebimaeLt, ,,·hoe&nl liul.,for 
hilL punnita,.nd "'h<Me II.here Ind 
.bilitiea he mUlt go out of himllClf to 
.ppl'l!C!iate." ThilL ill \'ery true ... nd 
nDne.lhould take it mote to hee.rt Will 
lhe...nterotboob. 

f:meflLOn. of OOUI'lll'l. i. II figure of 
muehgreater lubillanoo.bll t l mnltit.d_ 
mitlh.thohWlne,·erbeen.lOllIl.<eto 
1116. ' donotwi.h.lOlpeakdilrelpeet­
fully of .... riter LD . ·hom hill feUD'" 
eolllltrymental.::e pride; l l'f!COgnize the 
ehann.nd benignity Df hil eh.raeter: 
.. beaYDU I11tId hiljouruailyoue&llnot 
butbeinll,~hytbethDughltuln_ 
.·hieh.eveu.·henbe .... nomoreth.n 
• YDUnr boy. ~ him •• nd by tIL., 
Huelley with whieh heexpreased him-
IeJf;.nd.ince be ..... lectul1!r ... ,ilh 
the 1.lllfonnin I'iow ... hen he .. rote. i ~ 
may \.Ie tbat hill "niee Iud pn.!llenoo 
. dded • aigllifleanoo to hi. d ilOOutllfl 
whiehill lOlltin theprintOOpage;but I 
con Dnly oonf(!811 that I e.nllot Hud 
mueh proflt o~ entertainmenL in hi, 
eelabrated E;;aa,'B. 

Of tell be hardly et.eaj)f!l the 0011''' 
mOlll'laeeby.h.ir·,breedth_ lI ehad 
I lift of the pietUfUl(lue phl'Ml'l. but 
tooolteniti,emplyofDlf!lJlllin/t'. llei. 
.nimWeUa.ter .. hocuta Merant'and 
ooml,lieated figu.L"!t. on a .urfaee cl 
(roum platitudea. PerllaJl" he would 
h."e been. bet1('rlI'riterilhe bad IIOt 
beenqui\.(llOgoodaman. Buttince.in 
the oue of 10 oelabrated .u .uthor, 
on,', n.tuTIII eurioaity lead. 1'111., to 
lI·outtoknowwblltitillthath .. ,ch'CIL 
him Inch III""';tiDn in tho .'Drld of 
lelle ... , I IhDnld recommend you to 
relUl hi, .;ngli.h TraHa. In thil book 
he WWl bouud dD .. 'n to the eonenl\.(l 
.nd 110 lhen!ilIl_in i~oflhev.gue. 
looee.nd superficilll thinking .·hieh in 
hil F .... yl he .... apt to indulge in; 
itia lhe IUOItvi\id. aetuaJ .nd ellter­
tainingofhilworb. l eertaiul1readit 
.'1lh plealure. 

I t may be that the "";Iel'l Dr the 
Coneord SebooJ. hal'e • ..alue to 
Ameriealll.·hieh the(Oreigllereanllo~ 
bDpe IDeomIJn!hend; he mUlt be oon­
tenttD Iee.ve it.nd paQDIl.Thi,iI not 
the _ ,,:ilh ";dga~ Allan Poe; indeed 
heil.lthLllk.mDrehDnorod in Europe 
than in the land of h i, birth .• nd in 
t'rallce.(or~ml·le.billinfluelleei. 
Itili llOwerfuiuponhilfello ..... riter.. 
It may be lb., hi. moral charaeter and 
tbeun!5ll.tisfaetoryn.atureofhi. life 
ha\'e ~ueed lOme Amerieao. to hold 
him in 1_ f'lIteem than bit d_n'M. 
BlItueilher.nlulhor·.eharaeternor 
hi, Lite baa anything to dD wi~h the 
...-der, ... ho is eoncel'1led. only with hi. 
.'orb. 

rve .. 'rote!.he IlIOIIt beautiful poetry 
thllthatflVerbeen"'riltenin,\merit'A, 
1~ u.like,?meDflhOlM!greall'iI'lUu'tllof 
th$\'enetlan •.• ·hoeeluddenJovelinClLll 
t.k('tlyourbreath .... yllOlh.t. forth$ 
mDment""ti~liedhythe.ppealtoyour 



lJellJICI,youdonoL~tbattheyean 
give you no matter for your faney to 
1I'ork upon. They ha,'u nothiug but 
their bee.uly toolfer, but their bee.uly 
iao,·erwhelming. 

Poe 11'" An acute erilie And hi~ 
analysi. of tbl) art of the (horlatory 
h/Ul~n l)lTectivuonthl)l'nlClit'l!o'h(R 
IUOOOIIIIOrL lie ,note brief tale. ill 
varioul manners ",'hich hlwe ne,'er 
OOEon exceUoo. I need hardJ}'l'\'mind 
you thAt in The (lold Bug lind the 
storie. in ... hich ligurell Monsieur 
l)ulJinhe in,'entedthe deteetin'lltory, 
1I'hichhul'el!ultediuthe800dofboon 
1I'hich1l'eallofuaattimellllr1lg!adto 
read. The lield hlLll been eultivlll .. >od by IL 

grUIIt nlllUY wrilelll wilh \"lInc ty lind 
~uOOOM, bu ~ in _utiala no (Illl) hll.ll 
added . nything to what he IH hia lint 
aUemptacoomplilhed. 

hmllY be that his atorie.oI horror 
and myatery o,,'e IOmething 10 11011'· 
lIl&Uuand 10 llaIUIC. but they ,,'onde!"'" 
fuUy-.chie\'e the end helll'!thimself,for 
he 11'''' the mOlit !!elf..oonaeJoul of 
arlilta.AndtheydelOen·etheirrcno,,·n. 
lJe YI'role in II lurgid Ityle, lLud he YI'1I1 
lrwillilofromantioat'eellllOne.: hiatiin.­
logue"'/ll/Li bombru;liouhi' ll6Ol'le 
weMlunrefll;hilrangewllJlnarrow:but 
that you have to put up "ilh. What 
he bAa to give us is unique. li e wrote 
very littlealld almOllt.U he ... roteCAu 
be I"C.lad "'ith enjoyxuent. !JuL Ihereis 
uoth.in,;:- peculiarly .-\merican ill him: 
thereilnothing that I CIIn remember 
either in hia prote or in hia VenlOe thll.~ 
oould not hll.vo been ",ritl<:'l] by an 
Engli.hmll.lI. and it "·IlII.-& looking in 
Americaniitera.tureforlOm6thingtiUlt 
huill ita relillh of thellOii wemuBt 
eertainly aeek further. 

Butbeforedoinglhil l mU8tspeakof 
&Ilauthorwholurnedhisb.ekdeliher-­
ntelyon lh, American_ne. !lenry 
Jaml'l1\· .. notthegroatettwrilerlhat 
America hllll)rodu~'Ild, but '11I'I!ly the 
mOil di.linl/Uilhcd. lI il giftll WeN 
(l()n~piUUonM; but there "' ... .ame d&­
foct in hi. ebll.r&el<:'r, on6 mu~t lUI'" 
poI(o,thatprevent.OO.himfrommllking 
the DlOliIOt them. lie had humor. in­
light.llUbtlely.alCmeold""D~:bula 
triviality of lI(lul that made the ele­
mental emotion,oI mankind-lol'e and 
hatred, the rcar 01 death &Od the.e.nse 
oIbfe', mYltery-inoompl'I!hell~ible 10 
him. Noonee\"CI'"l'lumbedtlle.urboo 
or thin/l'l with /I. keenCl'" IM:rutiuy, bnt 
there u uo indication that he "'1UI6ver 
awll.roof thedejlllli beneath it. 

H ... ,.,J .. mu· B •• , Booll 

lie looked upon The Am~OIlI 
aahi.hl:wtDo,·eI. I n:oatlitagam the 
otbeT dAy alld I ""U IIppalled by itll 
emillin_. 1t;1 tooioul to I'I!!Id on ~ 
oountofit.loonvo!utedllyle;noa.,. 
tempt i& IlIIuie to tenderchllracler by 
tnAnnerof.poo('haodeveryone'lX"Ak. 
like c\"erYOl'l6 else, in pure 1I~llry 
Jamolll: the only living perwn in the 
book .. Mrs. N"ewlIOme .... ·ho ne"er a~ 
peen in the flesh: &lid StrNher iI a 
lilly, m",nly inqui&ti"e old ,,·oman. 
h .muld be intolerable but for Henry 
Jamolll' grUIIt gift-the no\·elist"._ 
sentialglH-oIearryingthereaderon 
from pIIIfe 10 I""" by the do'lllir1l to 
kno .... whatilgoinl("tohaJlllennULllnd 
by the "'onderlul atmOlilihereo! Pari. 
in.pr;ngandummer1l·hiehnoolle,lo 
the beoIt 01 IllY knowledge, hu 10 
uquillite1yooll1'eyed. 

I mueh prefer The American. h iI 
lrTilten "'jth IUcidily &lid elet,ranOl'. 
with lOme pompDllity pemaill-Propio 
do Dot CO .,,-al', they dellflrt: they do 
not go home, they relll'lir to their domi­
eiJ/lI; and thllY do not go to bOO, thoy 
rotire-bu~ t.b.at.gil'l'1 i ~a period IlAvor 

~ri~~~d:O:~t i:~~:~I::~nrha~~ti~: ! 
10'"0 story III "hleh lhere is no love. 
Theclu!.raeters ani 1I0t human beinllB; 
Ihe men are ftulJf!o(l .hirta and the 
women are crinoline!!. ~'or all that, 
The American i. 'Il'ell worth roodin,;:-. 
So great il llcnry JamCl!' skill in tell· 
ingaltory,lOflln'lhitlMmiMloflu$penllU 
Alld 10 ~ure hie touch in "'orking up to 
A dl'llo .... t iclituLltion. tha~you uebeld 
frombeginniDJttoend. it iallJlHeitillC' 
as a del(!oCti\'e "ory and ah« all, no 
more incredible; II.nd you cannot ~ 
main unoon.cioua 01 tho eharm or oon· 
tact ,,·(th lhe author', dilltinguillhed. 
urbane and eulth'lted mind. T he 
Amcriennilllot,ngr&n.tbook,butitia 
A\'cry roodfibleOlle:therearellot 
many novel. of "'hieh you can lAy 
that 1Ii"ly yeai'll attOll' theirappearanoc. 

T II • .I',,' .. no!M.'ulli. 

I ""ilI IllIlIl.k of a p:!"I'ftt book no .... 
'I'hi. ;"Moby l)iek. J~MeJville·. 
South &.- boob, Omoo and Typoe, 
.... hen l ".tl8mYlI('lf011 the island8alld I 
read 11ll)m with intl)l"(lIItnnd plellJlnte, 
but I lm1"e never boon tf'cml'l«itoread 
them again. and I have~pledlho 
opinion ol p;ooo:l erilies that .Melrille 
,,-en~ to pieoool ""ben he 1I'rote Piel"nl 
and I M\'e not read it. Bu~ .Moby 
Dick ilenough for .ny .... n" repu~ 
tion. 

Some erililll! h,,,"e oompla.i lled or the 
"amboyance of iii Ilylo. 1'0 my mind 
itis ,,·rilten ill a lI1anner that wonder-­
fuHy.uilJllho theme. GnuldilOljUenoo 
uanaft'airorhitormill:"'h",ni~oomN 
oft' you may "'.eh the (uWime, ",'hen it 
dOO!lJl'tyoudeetoendtothoridieuloUi. 
I 1ril1 adDut that .ometiml'l Mel,illo 
doeA110 dl'lCl'nd, but;til beyond hu· 
man POlrOI'l to ,,'lIlk aI,,·ayaon t1le tol'" 
mOilt height.l and hi. tumbll'llll lllay be 
ooudoned ,,·hen you oon"ider how 
IIpll'lHl idly, ... ·ilh "'bitt. noble fol"OO, 
""ith ..... hnta IU8\uinoo I! j)lendorof 
phnue, he "'ritOil hii t-L IWl8llllI,:ea. I 
wiUconfe&lllhnttherellreanumberof 
cltaptel'l. the ehapters 01 IInliquarillu 
10reluuggedullinahbrary.thOlttldeal· 
ing'1Iithtl\enatura.lhilitoryoftJre 
1I·hale. "-mch I lind tedionl: but you 
Jur,.,·e to aooellt the idiOilyneraaiei 01 au 
author of groat IlArta, 1I0mer.omOo 
timlll! nod. lind Shlllu-'J)(l!LreCAII "'rilo 

HEY t TH"rs"",o FAIII'"' Hit thepud;, 1I1 .. oflAuz~andadhesive.Soqukkand 
notJimrny'du,nd.And .. t .. you. J immy: ~.'ytoputonIAndon~OI\,lt.t",.pu'. 

uk mother to tteat thlt Ikinn<><llmuckle J UIt Ih~ \.hirt" .. hard·ro-b&rIdace p'­
and then to put on • Band·Aid to help Be ...... you let W lenui". ihnd·Aid, 
protKt iL Band-Aid;' alWdy-made bAnd- ""ith the Red em. on the bozo 

=fl':h~lee::l~~~~~e~n lhi~:;' '====~=== 
olldile knowledgfJ. Uutin tbo_nlll! 
at Ne .... Uedrofli; when he deecribee 
eventll, the kilhnJt' 01 1\'halellIud the 
incidenIllOIlUUI)board; 1I-heu hedeall 
"'ith men. hnrpoonen. .... Iee: .• nd. 011 
COlINI'. abo"eall the Irell\('ndousAhab; 
then he ilmagniflcent. 

Ther1liaalhrob,amy"ery ... ro~ 
boding,a 11AIIIIiorl,asenJM!nf the horror 
nud lhe lerrorof life and or tlte in· 
o\'itnblenC811 of d.,.tin)' and of tho 
11O,,'et of !WiJ. "'hleh tllko )'OU by tho 
throat. You _left wliered, but 
strangely Uplifted. And if you are a 
lrriteryou ue proud to think that you 
eulti1·.te an ut ... hieh iI eapable of 
lueh allitudell and "'hieh CAn "'ork 
.ueb ... ·onderlnl e"eNa on the hl'll.rt.l 
aud l!en_ and mlndt of men. 

BuLthoult"h~ l el\'iJJebeganhil'tory 
in New Ikodford .nd the aclion take. 
Illaee in an Ameri()ll.n "'haler, I dono~ 
find in hill book that "avor 01 the lOil 
... hich beeaute it i& apecitic iI valuable. 
thatiamiooklllcror. Uiseuilure,,·u 
European. lIilpl'08e(ive.),ou theim· 
pression of having been founded on 
t.b.atol therre-~.;lIglir.b lIylil!t.loIthe 
1IIl\'ellt.lellth century. :\nd thougb hia 
eharoeterl,lItlClU!ttheimllOrtAntonel!, 

AroAmerican,lheyaNlOby-wenL; ~~~===3~"",,,,-,,,--,.1ii" they are a lillie Jarver tha.u life me II.nd _ 



tbey are inhabitanta really 01 110 

definite country. but native w thAt 
thrilling And .tl'1lDgIl Ill.Dd in wbich live 
and torture olle another the penon. or 
llolltoenki'. novel, and the stormy 
ereaturellof Wuthering Heigbta. 

It would bedillleuitin any eaae. lind 
illlllOUible in the ahort lpat<e al my dill­
pOIIal. w ... y _tly .. 'hat I mw.n by 
Ihe American tang; it i. in literature 
thatehan.eteruti"whiehditl'erentialel 
a ' ... ork rrom any that could pouibly 
hAve been "'rillen in anothercoulltry 
and., marka it 81 the ineluctable 
l)r'O!iuetol itaenvironml'lll: bul l ean 
pointwa,·erygOOdiMtaneeolit·. You 
have it unmiatakably in Mark T ... ain 
l\.ndhelt'ive.ityouinaUilllrieim_ 
and IIIlvor in Huekleberry ~'inll. 

Thi. book Itantia head and Ihoul­
del"labove the relit 01 hill work. I t i. 
.n.uthell ticmaaterpieee. Atone time 
M.rk T .. ·.in "'81 .,me,,·hat patron­
iZ4!dbecauMhe,,·aaahumori.t.ndthe 
pUllditaare.pt to look aakanee at con­
tempnn.ry humor, bUI hi. death baa 
retUl8unldthemandno ... heia, l thillk. 
univel'll&lIy accepted ... olle of the 
~teltofAmerieanauthol"l. 

I need in "bOnfltlQueuee .. y little 
.bouthim. I ... ouldoulypointoutone 
cireum"anoe.WbenMarkT .... intried 
10 " 'rile in • liUm\.ry manner he pro­
du~l. aain Life on the Mi .. i.ippi. 
but inditl'erent jouroal_; but in 
Huckleberry ~'inn he had the hal)PY 
id~oI .. 'ritingintbeperllOnolhi.lm­
mortal hero .nd 10 produaed a model 
of tho ven uu;:ular Itylll which hllll 
l!en'l\(1 ualountlnt;OII for lOme of the 
t.e.tand motteh.nwteristia,,·ritel"lot 
thepl'l'tlentday.lIelho,,·edlhemthat 
a living ID&lIllt!r 01 writing il not 10 be 
IOUfbt in the M,'enteoenth and eidlt.­
eenth century writen 01 Engl.nd, but 
intheeul'I"t':lHlpIlIlCboitheirownpeo­•.. 

It .. 'ould be roolith to'Uj)l108e that 
the langu~ in wmeh lI ude ~'inu ex­
p..-himMllfiswhatlmintel"lt'llll 
repl'lllW!lltntioual:"oilJitenl~,maUhoy 
~'Onldh/l\"eooneoei\"edlluehneatllh~ 
or Uladll fneh Inaptehoieeorepllhell.. 
Perhal'" beeanlle be Ihough' it \.N!n~cHh 
the dignity oIlitent.tu", 10 "'nle Ihu, 
coIl(M'IUially in the fil"llt11ef'IlOO. Mark 
T,,·.in. ulling a literlry art.ifltoe whieh 

"Okay." Ste,'e Mid. Hit voleoe ,,'u 
abrill.nd trembling. " I "'antedyou 10 
~ hf.ek with the Laird and fMTy to 
(."'hieagQ to proteet Tril) 'h'o in the 
morning, If I h,,'e to jnmp out ol the 
l.aird and letitel'lUlh. it'. going to lea.ve 
'rrip Two un~'(),'eNld. ThlH .... ill finish 
.... n;eking the airline. t!utI'U .... n;ek 
the line. it I have to." Theil hellUlrled 
luddellly. "00 horne and I(U to !Jed 
where you belour!" 

Oal'Tel.lOn "'uon hiifeet. and hi. 
eY·"'fl'eimallandbard." lftheru,,·aa 
• Chalice I'd gol" he Aid. " I kilO .. · 
.. h.t can be done "'ith .11 lirl)tane 
and .. 'haL can· t. and iC you itando ... n 
thent now. you're going w kill you ..... 
llelf. Well. kill youn!elf, and the Iidl 
.... ilh you !" 

S\el'e rp.ve Bat Oal'Tt! l.IOn I lev~ 
look, "You've been teJlilLe me too lone 
what I eoukl do and "'hat loouldn't, 
And "'hat you'd do .nd ,,'hat you 
..-ouldn·I.leonldn·tftreyou.beeauM 
you ,,'fl'e1lO rough and tough.ndtueh 
a hero to the other pilota. and I had to 
have them," lIepaulllld. "[loy,what. 
heroyou'veturnedouttohel ["'O\l't 
fire you \lOW. beeause I'll not ciu you 

...-e gladly aotooIIpt. made belie.'e that 
th_"'eretheaetualutterlneesolhil 
littlebero;and in.,doingfreed Ame ..... 
iean. tylelromtbe.hackle. thathad.lO 
long boulld it. 

Huckleberry f'inn.wilhitall.mazing 
Vllriety of invelltioll. ita gU$to and life. 
i8 in Ihe Inillition of that grwL and 
eelebrnled ~ariely 01 fiction. Ihe pie­
a~ueno"~ :.nd itholdsitapl.ee 
bra"ely with the t .. ·o grateolt ex&mpiel 
ofthegennt. Oil Ulaa.nd Tom Jon.: 
in lael. it Mark T,,'ain bad not had 
the unfortunate notion 01 brillJ(iur 
in thatboriuglittlemuttonhead.Tom 
s.. ... yer. 10 ruin thet .. tfe .. ·clwpte .... 
it ... ould have been fll.ultlea. 

My AI):\OOiagro"dngIlO8hortthnt I 
can do no mOn! than meotion The 
Oregon Tr.it. pllfkma.u made his jou ..... 
oeyl_thana hundnxlyeartllgO .• nd 
at that time butl'aIOH ranged the 
prairie in hundrWtor thou.und$ and 
the danger from hOlllile Indians " '11 

Itill80melbing to be reekoned with. 
lIe ... ·.8amanolcou~.reeotution 
and dry bumor: his book iaenlertain­
ing from cover to cover. 

I mun aJ80 -.y a few ,,·ont. llbout 
t :mily ])iekilillUo. I .m arraid that I 
shall offend m.ny IlenoDB in Americ. 
"'hen I collf_ th.lta my mind .he 
baa been ac<!Orded more praise lhan 
ahede!lef'\·CII. She haa been blited .. 
the gt'MtAmeriean poet. BUI poetry 
baa nothing to do .. ith nationality. 
Nor sbould our judgment be atl'ec ted 
by the cin:umttanCCllofa poet'l life. 
That ~:mily DiekiolOn had an UII­
happy love all'"i r IIlId lived for many 
yeai'll in MK:luaion. that Poe tillpled 
alld ..... ulI(T&telul to thote "'ho lie­
rrieoded him. neither m.keol lhepl.lelry 
of tbt!OCIe .ny belter nor lhat of the 
other.ny,,'ol"le. 

t;mily Dickin.oll i. beat read in 
anthologiell. T,*n her wit. ber I)()itrn­
auey.herliml)lieilymaketheirutmOilI 
e!f(let. lind it mny be tllat mOilt .11_ 
thologiel .... ould !)(I the richer if they 
,,'e", 1_ uigprdly in their .eleclioul; 
but "'hen you rNd the " 'hole body of 
her "'ork you.re likely w bediMII'­
pointed. She i •• l ber beat "'hen abe 
.1l0 .... hel'!lel{waina;,,·henhermYlhm 
it modulated and ,·aried. when her 
languAg6 ~eI her emotion and "'hen 

herinvenUoIi ia'llOnt&nooul, Butahe 
iI too rarely at her be8t.. 

SIIe had a strain ollOllhinieation 
,,'hiebindueedbertoooftentoMeriflce 
Iyriebe.uty wadolllire to makeaeiever 
I)()int. In the abort. epigrammatic 
IlO\lml.hewrot.e,iti.a.mallerorhit.­
tinlt' the nail aoourolely 011 the head; 
Ihe"'al,'erYll.ptlOgiveitaJinletal) 
a1ighll), on one lide. She had II gift. 
but a small one. Ind it il only oonfp ... 
iug when claim. are made 011 her behalf 
.. hich there it little in her .. 'ork w 
justify. _o\meri~ .. "ill ))roduoe poe ... -
illdeed I Imillelined to think it hu a1-
ready done 1O-,,·hieh .... iII make tbe 
enoomiulIll\lavi~hedon t;mily Oickin­
IIOn.JlllearextravlI.gllllt. 

Now I have lIut Walt Wbilman to 
II_kof. l havekellthimtotheend. 
becaulillI tmnk that itia in Leavell of 
GI'IUIII Ibat "'e at lut get. free from 
Jo:uros-n influenael, the punt and un­
adultenotedA.merieani.m " 'hichin tbit 
artide "'e ha"e lOugh~. l.eavell of 
Ora&! ill a work of immenf!le signifl­
eanee.bl,ltsinee l beranby~inding 
you IhaL I would ~nu"end you w 
N!&d book, ",·hieh ..... hllwver Iheir 
other meriU! .... ere enjoyllble. I .m 
conBlraiued 10 teU you that Ie ... greaL 
IlOeta h."e been 1II0re une,'en than 
Whitman. I think many bookll are 
Ipoih (or reedel'll beeaUM the criti<'fl 
,.-k or them .. though they had no 
del'eeu. Perfectioni'liotoithit"'orld 
and generally n)eriUl can only be 
I&ehHwed at the OOIIt of IhortrominJ,."iI. 

Whitman "'as a "'riter nf Iplendid 
lleginninrs. hnt either l~auiMI he 
found hi, way 01 "'riling too euy or 
beeaulill be Wall into.~iaated wi th hill 
o .... nverbogjty.ortenen~hhe .. ·enton 
and on "'hen he bad nothing of sig_ 
lIitleanoe to add w ... hat he had al­
M!Ady .. id. That you mUlit _pt. lie 
"'rotehia poemil partly in the rhylhmil: 
langu~ol the IM)le. partly in tbe 
IIOrtoibillukve.-.ethat,,· .. "'rittenin 
the&eventeenth oentury. lind IlIIrtlyin 
nil uUl'Outh Jledillilrian pl'OlMl ... hieh 01· 
f«ndll thew.r, That you must_lit 
loO. Th_del'ootaare rt'g'Nlltable. but 
UIIUnll'Ortallt. It .. ea.y w lkip. 

I ..... ,·. of 0 ..... i. a book to Ollen 
.ny,,·here.ndl'lllldlllonauitllleaM!oo 
.ndtbenlumthell&lrelantlatartat 

HIGH IFRONTDER 

a ehaneeto makeyoul'1l\'lfilltO.mar­
tyro bUl before I'm done "ilb you, 
you·Uquitl .. Uewhirled .. hileGal'n.! ..... 
IOnltoodlhen!at Terry'. dellk.h~ f_ 
:'i!:..and ... entoutintothe1ll'lli tinr 

He lwung on his p.rnehuteand hu ..... 
MOO out ta the field. buckling hi. hel­
met illra t). lie ran .... k .. ·.rdly 10 lhe 
l..aird •• 'bereB"nOte.on ....... boillti" .. 
the IUI.ply bag and pa~hule inw the 
front ooekpit apiDit the wind 01 the 
idliugpropeller. 

Steve "'lIllUing the throttle opel! 
to lui out aerw. the 6~d. "'hen he 
bl!ftrd.a1loutbehindhim. lIelUaPIM.od 
lhe throuleihutilid looked around. 

But OaJT(ltlOU. in fl}iug Muit and 
helmet. a IWlrnebl,lte dangling from h~ 
thiglu..e.meup to the ooekpit through 
the...ow. 

"You·renull!"heaaid."You·rel!; 
Mu!elynutawlt.noutinloam_ 
likethU;! Butif you'veC(l tlrllll enough 
10 Iry il. I've C(ltlrllU enough w ride 
witbyou!" 

Ue elimbed intotbeforward eoekpit. 
The supply bate being bulky, he took 
thitoom.lap. 

T he IIoodlight bloomed daulingly 
IIoefOlM the lno'll' u Uart. iMide Ihe 
building. turned it on. 

S\.e'·e gunned the 'hip and 1I"'Ung 
around. The IIoodlightl.k1a ,Iu..llo .. ' 
fauolbrillillneeag .. inUlhebroou:l .... hite 
fleld. ltedflagilwenlMmlinelsgulrding 
him apin$t the dOOIlo)r d rifu . 

Ste,'eliued the 1)Ia.neUII ... ith • lane 
01 fIa.p. UJillg all the field that he 
eould, .nd rev ... ed hil enginecaret'ully 
.nd gunned inlO the tak&(lll. botdiug 
hit brN.th. The "'heel, clattered Ilol'll)' 
.. they rolled tb rough Ihe Ino .. ·• 
bumping o,'er the rrozen ruta be­
neath. 

The !..eird did not get ofT. And Ibe 
drifll ,,'ere getling doollllr IJI Steve 
plunged out into the dark. The plane. 
in deepening .no .... aIo .. ed do,,·n. 

Cul'lling. Ste"e made. ,,·ide. Itl'lin· 
iug drde w ntnne hi. COUrM and go 
baek along thetracbthathe had made. 
lie didn'tdare eut t.ck tbe throttle. 
for fear of lIOiIillgo"er, and for fl!ftr 01 
(ettinglluek.lletaxiedbackalong 
hill wboeltrleb. lumed.round and 
hurled Ihe ship into a fIl'OOud etl'ort to 
retotl'. 

random el!le,,·here. Whilman eould 
wrilelilffillotpurealldlovelypoetry. 
he ~Id tllm pma- lhat tbrill. and 
often he hit upon ideu th.t were "'on­
derfully moving. 

lie had a vigor and lLileDIle of life. 
in ill manifold variety. in ill ))allllion, 
be«u~y nnd exhilaration, .... hieh an 
Amtriean mllY justly IIlId wi lh I)ride 
think truly American, li e brought 
poelry home to theoommon man. lie 
wo,,'edtbatit'lV&lnotonlywberound 
in moonlight. ruined eutleol and the 
])lI.tbOll of 10nlAek ma.idellll. but in 
.treeta and traiDi and IW!tImboo.lI. in 
tbe labor of tbeartimll Ind the hum· 
drunl toil of the farmer'. ,,·ifo. in work 
lIud_-in all lire. in.hon.lIlHi the 
wlly,iLi_lived. 

Ju" .. Wordllworth ahowed that 
you need notuf!lepoetielangullgllta 
make I_try. but could IIL.ke itoutor 
the common word. of our e,·eryd.y 
II_h. 110 WhitDlansbo"'ed th.tita 
lubject matter ,,'U not only where the 
romaulica had lOught it but "'III all 
ahoutyou in lhe mOilt usual ci~um­
IInncet of your daily round. llilwllll 
not II Il(l(!try of e;ooa lll!. hutllpootryof 
..eooptmwe. l lwouldbeadulJ-tlpirited 
Amerienn "'ho oould read Whitman 
,,'ithout, recei"iugagl'tlaterll lll,,-ehen_ 
.ion of the vlllltn_of hi'l!Ountry. the 
tplendorot its reeonrceaand the iIIim­
italllehoIMlthati.ooutai'ledinitaru_ 
lure. I think. in Whitman. Ameriea. 
in literalure. iu truth beeame a ... areof 
ila4!lt. ILiaa.irile.demOCl'lltu::'llO\llry; 
it il thoautheutio bauleeryof "'lIe .. · 
nntionllndthellOJidfouudlltiouora 
nationalliteralure. 

In Eurol_n mUilOuml you lOme­
limel_ the gf!nealngy of tho boulill of 
J_ flfUred u a true " 'ith .-\ I"m m .... 
ai"ely outlined ill the I.nlllk and the 
brancbell elUling in 6gul'ell or the 
I_!lurch, and tbe Kinp Qf hrMI. U 
.uch a tree "'ere made Wlllllnlo!ent the 
de"elollll,ent of American litel'll tnn! 
lind the brnnehee ended .... ith the f1g­
Ureiof O. Henry. Hilll( Lartluer. 'rhoo­
dol'il I)rei~r. Sinel.ir 1A)"·il. Willa 
Cather, \'acbel l.indsay. f;ul(I!ne 
O·Neili. and .:<I. .. ·io ArlillKlOn Hobin-
101I.lhetrunk,,·oold berough-bewn in 
the splendid. dauntl_ aud oricinal 
ah.llOlotWaltWbitltll.ll. 

That lune he got a liule farther. The 
at<!I!lllf'ation"'Wla littlefuter. The 
"hl't!11 had beaten down. path. Out 
it"·lIJInolenuugh. 

Aguin a"d again aoo again he boiled 
out into lhedarlmesll through thOSt! 
whoolmld.thrustinglhemeAchtimea 
littl~ farther. broadening them. IlACk-

iu~.~e f'tl~'" :h~:!~t~h~!~:;ne. Ste"e 
\)&eked IOto the ewner or Ihe field. lie 
ahO\'ed the gun "ideopenat!d theabill 
hurtled.ttbedarku_lhatlayillaek 
beyondlhatatripoflight.IIIlI)Ulhed 
the .aiek all the "·lIyforwlrd.lllting the 
IlI.il dangerously b~h. Irying 10 tako 
the h .. touuooofdragoll'thll "'illglldur­
iuglbe~ll'rution.Attheveryelidor 
lhe nlUi. 1'0 $'18tehed lhe "ick b&ek . 
reeling t!tetail'kid bUill)) lbegrouud. 
reeling the whoeb IN.p otl' ... hile the 
f1o,,'iug ,,'hiteneu ot the earlh melted 
10 a r1I$bing yellow lpot beneath 8Dh 
landill&' light . 

lJut II quiekly u it had t'()me otr in 
that .tall. the ahip began w Mille 
baekagaill,Stevefelthi,heartpound_ 
illgiu hilthroat.andhe ... 1I8fraidto 
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